Monica McMahon, Theme: You in the Universe

Bridge Questions/Writing Questions

Write about a time when you saw someone stand up for another person even though it
came at a price. What sacrifices and gains were made as a result of this person’s
choice?

What would you be willing to sacrifice to do what you know was right? Is there anything
you couldn’t give up even if it meant you had to stand by an injustice?

Opening Questions

On page two and three, the author states that people from all over come on trams and
that the train station of Omelas is the most beautiful building in town, second only to the
magnificent Farmers’ Market. Do you think the people of Omelas are healthy?
On the first page, the author describes the citizens of Omelas as not being simple folk
but still being happy. Do you think one can still be happy while knowing injustices
happen every day, or do you believe ignorance is bliss?

o What is happiness?

Core Questions
Writer’s Craft/Author’s Purpose

On the second page, the author says, “Omelas sounds in my words like a city in a fairy
tale, long ago and far away, once upon a time.” Was it like a fairytale? Explain your
answer.

The author begins with the clamor of bells in the first line and ends the final paragraphs
referencing the absolute silence those walking away from Omelas enter. What purpose
do you think sound plays in the story?

Similarly, what purpose does lightness and darkness play in the story? What might light
represent? Dark? Defend.

How do you think this story changes if it were to be told in the third person point of view?

On Technology

On page two, the author states that there are no cars or helicopters, but they do have
things like central heating, subway trains and they might have things not yet invented
like floating light-sources or fuelless power. What implications is the author making about
these technologies? In other words, why might a car be unacceptable but a subway be
perfectly fine?

On page two, the author says, “Happiness is based on a just discrimination of what is
necessary, what is neither necessary nor destructive, and what is destructive.” He goes
on to provide examples of these technologies in Omelas. Where might a smartphone or
personal computer fall on this scale? Defend.

Could social media sites like Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, or Facebook be compared to
Omelas? What are the similarities and/or differences?
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Values
[ ]

The citizens keep this child in a basement because, as the author says, their prosperity
depends on its misery. That, in order for the entire society to continue on in this idyllic
utopia, one must suffer. Do you think the end justifies the means? That the happiness of
the majority makes it okay to do what's needed to make that happen?

Those who walk away from Omelas are leaving the light of the city, their community, all
that they know;

Is there a certain age where one is more morally aware than others? If so, what age? If
not, explain ensuring you are referencing the text.

Aside from the child locked in the room, are the rest of the children happy in this story?
Why might some adults return to view the child? What might be their motivation?

On page 5, the author explains that children between eight to twelves learn of the child
in the room and this usually shocks and sickens them. Why do you think they go in the
first place?

On page 6, there begins a gradual shift of those same young people who once go home
in tears or rage. Why do you think their feelings change?

Citizenship/Social Contracts/Social Obligations

On the top of page 6, the author writes “Those are the terms: To exchange all the
goodness and grace of every life in OMelas for that single, small improvement...” In this
way, the citizens of Omelas enter into a sort of social contract for their own happiness.
Do we as American citizens every enter into a social contract in which someone else
loses? What are the consequences?

Are the citizens of Omelas wrong? Does their social obligation outweigh their moral
obligation?

What roles does the bystander play in this story? (possible opening)

Closing/Wrap Around

Choose a quote of particular significance to you and share it with the group.

Should they let the child free?

What kind of world do you think those who walk away are entering?

As citizens of the Universe, what laws might we adopt to ensure we are considering the
wellbeing of our planet, solar system, galaxy, neighboring galaxies,and, ultimately,
Universe?



