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Our Place in the Universe 

Help Desk Course, Cycle 1 
 
 
Since the dawn of human civilization, one of the ways in which 
our ancestors separated man from beast was by the utilization of 
basic tools, not only as a means to first survive but also thrive on 
planet Earth. One of the greatest, best-known technological 
advancements was the creation of the wheel, enabling mankind 
to create more efficient systems of irrigation, milling, pottery 
making, and eventually transportation.  
 

In today’s world, technology is developing at an unprecedented rate. The newest widget today is 
tomorrow’s antique. As a result of this rapid development of technology, particularly with the 
introduction of the Internet and various social media platforms, we are tasked with the same 
questions our ancestors faced as they learned how to use the tools they had to communicate and 
engage in their world. Instead of carving narratives and etching in stone, however, man today is 
orienting himself to a new, invisible environment, the environment of the web. But where do we 
begin ourselves and how do we impact our own environment, society, and do we have the capacity 
to effect changes that find continuity for our own descendants.  
 
During this course, all participants will consider our place in the universe as it relates to his or her 
impact within a digital society. Each student will additionally choose a concentration within cycle one 
related to our role as technology leader and ambassador at Williams Montessori. These 
concentrations will be offered each cycle and are better known as Pathways. Just as our suspended 
planets orbit around the sun within the same galaxy, we will be working within our own individual 
pathways but will inevitably influence and support one another on a daily basis, thus breathing life 
into new technology programs and possibilities as authentic trailblazers.  

 
Guiding Questions 

1. How do we cultivate self-awareness to know our own cosmic potential? 
2. How do we become effective leaders within our school, district and, ultimately, universe?  
3. How are we catalysts for change and creation?  

a. Namely, what systems of support might we develop to establish: 
i. Our TV Studio and Williams News Program 
ii. Our Makerspace and Hackerspace 

4. How might we connect to other sites, communities, bodies that can act as a model for 
our own visions?  
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As a group, ​What You Will Learn 
1. The major facets of Digital Citizenship 
2. How to create an effective campaign 
3. Your personality type and work style 
4. The characteristics of an effective leader 
5. How to speak and act as an effective leader 

 
 ​In your chosen pathway, ​You Will Learn 

1. Pathway: TV Program 
a. How to operate the equipment within a small TV studio 
b. How to share content in a closed-circuit network  

 
2. Pathway: Makerspace Program 

a. How to create, maintain, and embed a Google Calendar 
b. How to create and share a Google Form 
c. How to edit a website page 
d. How to create an inventory system through Google Sheets  

 
Project Work  

1. Develop a high-quality portfolio with artifacts of program management 
2. Reflect on your place in the universe as a leader over time 
3. Contribute to a component of Digital Citizenship Certification through Common Sense 

Media  
 
Classwork 

1.  Participate in lessons by taking notes, completing all assignments, and offering 
questions and suggestions 

2.  Undertake leadership activities in restoring the environment, teaching others lessons 
you have had, and respecting the use of class time and materials 

3.  Complete a daily self-assessment based on the 
given rubric and checklist 

4. Contact students, teachers, administration, and other 
help desk teacher and media specialists within the 
district  

 
Homework 

1. Answer daily “home-thought” question 
2. Complete journal entries  
3. Update Trello Project Management board  
4. Email Ms. Monica your program’s next steps 

 


