Seminar Clustered Questions 

Bridge(prompt):  Write about a time in your life when you felt “stupid”.  What was your reaction to that feeling?

Opening: What does the author consider  the role of stupidity in science to be? 


Core:
The author states, “The point of the exam isn’t to see if the student gets all the answers right. If they do, it’s the faculty who failed the exam.”  What is your reaction when you get a test that you know nothing on?

	Language
	Discovery 

	Why do you think the author chose to use the word “stupidity”?

What alternative words could he have used? How would using a different word change the tone or meaning of the article?

What does the author mean by productive stupidity? 











	How does the author link stupidity and discovery? 

The author states that what he doesn’t know is “merely vast”, and that he feels “liberated by that realization.  How does that realization make you feel? (inspired, defeated, curious, etc.) 

The author states, “The point of the exam isn’t to see if the student gets all the answers right. If they do, it’s the faculty who failed the exam.”  What is your reaction when you get a test that you know nothing on?
· Do you agree with the author that it is the duty of the instructor to challenge what students know?
What does the author argue is the true purpose of scientific education? 
· Do you agree with the author’s purpose?



