Revolutionary War
Choice Projects
	Calling all Revolutionaries! We have spent the last several weeks looking into the lives and conditions of those living in the 13 British Colonies in the late 1700s. Through our studies, you have seen that the continual struggles between the colonists and the British eventually broke out into a full scale war that changed to course of history. This cycle, we have learned that change is sometimes difficult, rarely easy, and always messy. We will be delving deeper into studying the American Revolution through the following choice projects. As you work, remember to meet those difficult challenges head on, move beyond what is easy into what helps you grow, and lastly, make good “messes” with your artwork and creative products.
Student Requirements:
Each student must complete a total of at least (4) activities with at least one from each of the three sections: The Colonists, The Statesmen, and The War
 
Each activity is rated with the heading : Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Create, and Evaluation.  The total points for satisfactory completion of each card are as follows:
        	
        	Knowledge            	15                	Analysis     	20
        	Comprehension   	15                	Create        	25
        	Application            	20                	Evaluation 	25
 
You may not complete more than two of the same type of assignments (those with the same heading). The minimum each student should earn is 80 points.  Any points above this amount can be considered extra credit up to 10 extra points.
You will be given work time in class to complete your projects. We will be spending 3 days of worktime on your choice projects. You are expected to turn in at least 1 finished project each day. Your 4th project may need to be completed for homework. Please use the Project Checklist below to track your progress and complete the self-assessment rubric at the conclusion of our projects.

Expectations for Satisfactory Evaluation
To receive all available points:
· Each activity must be accompanied with a cover slip (see attached) that states your name, the category of the activity, its level (Knowledge, Comprehension, Analysis, etc.), a written copy of the activity directions, and a citation that states from where you completed your research to adequately complete the activities.
· Research material in 2-3 different places
· Each activity must be of excellent quality.  Points will be deducted for carelessness, sloppiness, etc.  Your project must look as if you took great pride in completing it.
· Each activity must be accurate to the best of your ability.
 


Revolutionary War
Choice Projects
 
The Colonists
	1.  Knowledge
	As George Grenville – the British Prime Minister – addressing Parliament, specify two reasons why Britain is imposing the Stamp Act (1765) on American Colonists.

	2. Knowledge
	Relate how the Triangle Trade (molasses to rum to slaves) operated in 1770.  Construct a mobile with labels giving point of origin, trade routes, and destinations.

	5.  Comprehension
	Describe the uniform of a British infantry man facing the rebels on Breed’s Hill on June 17, 1775.  Draw and cut out a figure of the soldier.

	6. Comprehension
	There were four Acts passed by Parliament in 1774 which the colonists called “The Intolerable Acts.”  Summarize the contents and make a flash card or Power Point for each Act.

	7. Application
	As George III, allow yourself to be interviewed for a video taped segment of “Meet the Press” about your attitudes toward the colonists in 1770. You must have a written script for the interview. (You may have a partner ask you the questions.)

	8. Application
	On a flow chart, show the relationships of the Tea Act of 1773, the Boston Tea Party (1773), the Boston Port Act of 1774, and the Suffolk Resolves (1774).

	9. Application
	Find out the origins of the term “boycott” and how one was applied to English goods in 1767.  Illustrate this application by drawing and printing a broadside (poster) encouraging participation in the boycott of English goods.

	10.  Analysis
	Compare the purposes of the First Continental Congress (September, 1774) and the Second Continental Congress (1775). Put the information on a chart.

	11. Analysis
	Investigate the effects of the Acts of Trade and Navigation on the molasses trade in New England.  As a Boston merchant, deliver a dramatic monologue in which you tell your ship’s captain what the Acts are doing to business.

	12.  Analysis
	The Sons of Liberty tarred and feathered British tax collectors and uncooperative colonists.  Examine the practice to discover how it was done and what its physical effects were.

	13. Create
	Imagine you are the Connecticut Committee of Correspondence writer.  What will you say to your counterpart in Georgia after the British close the Port of Boston (June 1, 1774)? Write a letter expressing the facts and your feelings.

	14. Create
	The Townshend Duties (1767) create a serious shortage of hard money in your town.  Formulate a plan to ease the shortage without resorting to barter.  Write an editorial for a Philadelphia newspaper.

	15. Create
	Imitate Robert Lawson’s style in Ben and Me by creating a new story entitled, Paul and Me, about Paul revere and the events of the night of April 18, 1775.  Write an anecdote.

	16. Evaluation
	Evaluate the events of the Boston Massacre (March 5, 1770), and decide who was to blame.  As the defending or prosecuting attorney, give your summation to the jury trying the soldiers.

	17. Evaluation
	The Battles of Lexington and Concord occurred more than a year before the colonies declared their independence.  Determine three reasons for the delay, and, as Roger Sherman, write the reasons and your opinions about the delay in your diary.

	18. Evaluation
	Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Edward Rutledge were appointed by the Second Continental Congress (1775) as peace negotiators to meet with General Howe.  Recommend a five-point peace plan for them to offer, and write it on a scroll large enough that Ben doesn’t need his bifocals to read it.


 
 
The Statesmen
	1. Knowledge
	Make a poster citing the provisions of the Jay Treaty (November 19, 1794) which was negotiated by John Jay and the British.

	2. Knowledge
	Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton fought a duel.  In an article for Godey’s Lady’s Book, record the events which led up to the duel, the outcome, and the effects caused by the duel.

	3. Knowledge
	List and define six inventions or new concepts Benjamin Franklin gave to America. Include an illustration for each invention/concept.

	4. Comprehension
	On a time line, summarize John Marshall’s career after 1787.

	5. Comprehension
	As Patrick Henry, give a speech before the Virginia Legislature explaining your reasons for not attending the Constitutional Convention.

	6. Comprehension
	Richard Henry Lee came from a large family.  Identify the Lees of Virginia by constructing a family tree.  Begin with the first colonial Lee, and continue to Richard Henry.

	7. Application
	Show Samuel Adams’ involvement with the Boston Massacre, the Committees of Correspondence, the Boston Tea Party, and the Intolerable Acts by writing his obituary for a Boston newspaper.

	8. Application
	John Adams and Thomas Jefferson lived remarkably parallel lives.  Illustrate the similarities by writing a poem.

	9. Application
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Apply the terms “fop,” and “well-turned calf” to John Hancock’s appearance.  Make a silhouette of john, and include explanatory notes.

	10. Analysis
	Alexander Hamilton was a Federalist. In an article for Cobblestone magazine, interpret six of his political and economic views.

	11. Analysis
	John Adams and his wife, Abigail, had a very special relationship. Discover what that relationship was like. As Abigail, write a letter to John, and, as John, write a letter to her in response.  Both letters should reflect their feelings for one another.

	12. Create
	Thomas Paine wrote “Common Sense” and “The American Crisis.” Incorporate the ideas from both tracts into one pamphlet you write entitled, “American Challenge.”

	13. Create
	Suppose you could spend an hour with Thomas Jefferson. About what would you talk? Write on index cards the ten questions you would most like to ask Mr. Jefferson.

	14. Create
	Pretend you are an apprentice in Paul Revere’s silver shop.  Create a medallion to commemorate his famous ride. Make a large scale drawing of the obverse and reverse of the medallion.

	15. Evaluation
	Thomas Jefferson was “caught on the horns of a dilemma” over the slavery question. Speaking to a dinner guest at Monticello, express your personal and political assessment of his situation.

	16. Evaluation
	Select George Washington’s greatest personal asset as Commander – in – Chief of the Continental Army.  Make a business card with a logo for George to use.  On the back of the card, write why you chose the asset you did.

	17.  Evaluation
	Determine five reasons why George Washington can be called the “Father of America”.  Compile a fact file giving a specific instance on which you base each reason.


 
The War
	1. Knowledge
	There were several foreign volunteers in the Continental Army.  Five of them were Thaddeus Kosciuszko, Count Casimir Pulaski, Baron Johann de Kalb, the Marquis de Lafayette, and Baron von Stueben.  Make a celebrity card for each man, and record his portrait and name on one side and his country of origin, value to the war effort, and his postwar career on the other side.

	2. Knowledge
	In naval battles, there were six types of shot used for cannon: solid, grape, bar, chain, spider, and canister.  Specify the appearance and use of each type in an illustrated naval handbook for novice gunners.

	3. Knowledge
	Recount one adventure of Francis Marion (The Swamp Fox) by making a filmstrip of the action. (Toondoo, powerpoint, movie maker, etc…)

	4. Comprehension
	Trace the career of Benedict Arnold from the first battle of Fort Ticonderoga (May 10, 1775) to his death in 1801.  Write an outline for a biography about him.

	5. Comprehension
	Review the New York Campaign (June-October, 1777) by drawing a map with a legend.  Include the movements and actions of Burgoyne, Jane McCrea, Schuyler, the Green Mountain Boys, St. Leger, Herkimer, Arnold, Gates, and Clinton.

	6. Comprehension
	Make a movie in a box (diorama) retelling the events of the naval battle between Captain Conyingham (Serapis) and John Paul Jones (Le Bonhomme Richard)

	8. Application
	Employing what you learn about the winter of 1777-1778 in Valley Forge, help to solve some of Washington’s problems by writing and presenting a persuasive speech to the Continental Congress.

	9. Application
	As Rachel Boone, Daniel’s wife, dramatize the events of your life – from July 14, 1776 to the Battle of Boonesborough (September, 1778) – by composing and writing lyrics to a narrative song.

	10. Analysis
	In a limerick, analyze the importance of Fort Ticonderoga from Washington’s point of view.

	11. Analysis
	As a Huron Indian living near Vincennes (Ft. Detroit), compare your feelings about Lt Governor Henry “Hairbuyer” Hamilton in 1775 and in 1780.  Create a conversation with a Potawatomi friend. (write out the dialogue of this conversation)

	12. Analysis
	Classify – as win, lose, or draw for the Americans – the following battles: Bunker Hill, Fort Ticonderoga (May 10, 1775), Plains of Abraham, Long Island, Harlem Heights, Trenton, Brandywine, Germantown, Bennington, Freeman’s Farm, Saratoga (October 17, 1777), Monmouth Court House, Vincennes, and Yorktown.  Construct a chart with explanations of your reasoning.

	13. Create
	As a wealthy neighbor of Edward Rutledge of South Carolina, write and present a speech to the Continental Congress generalizing your impression of the Peace of Paris Treaty (September 3, 1783).

	15. Create
	Emanuel Leutze painted a romantic picture of Washington’s crossing of the Delaware River to attack the Hessians at Trenton on Christmas Eve of 1776.  Produce a more accurate depiction based on the true history of that event, and repaint his picture.

	16. Create
	Molly “Pitcher” actually fought in battle, but most women did not.  Assess the roles of women in the War, and write a pamphlet, “Aides to the War Effort,” to suggest several actions for women to take.

	17. Evaluation
	Determine whether or not Henry Knox was a good choice as Commander of Artillery.  Write a memo to General George Washington, stating your case.

	18.  Evaluation
	Joshua Barney was a privateer who was issued Letters of Marque and Reprisal by the Continental Government.  In a letter to the editor of a Charleston newspaper (c. 1777), criticize this practice.
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Project Checklist
Each day of project worktime, you must complete the following chart to track your progress:

	Work Date
	Project Section, Heading, and Number (Fill in blanks)
	Cover Slip Completed? (Circle)
	Plan for next step (Tomorrow I will…)

	_____________
	Section: _______________________________
Heading: _______________________________
Number: 
	Yes  /  No
	

	_____________
	Section: _______________________________
Heading: _______________________________
Number:
	Yes  /  No
	

	_____________
	Section: _______________________________
Heading: _______________________________
Number:
	Yes  /  No
	

	_____________
	Section: _______________________________
Heading: _______________________________
Number:
	Yes  /  No
	





Self-Assessment Rubric

	
	Nailed It!!!
	Making Strides!!
	I’ll get it next time!

	Neatness/Care of Work
	I put a lot of time and effort into my projects and it shows! The things I produced are colorful and/or are clearly well thought-out
	I focused most of my efforts on 1 or 2 projects and the others may not be my best work. The things I produced are almost all colorful and/or well though out
	I did not focus my time on my choice projects. What I produced is not my best work but I know how to improve moving forward

	Cover Slip/Cover Slip Contents
	Each project turned in has a fully completed cover slip. I ensured that I cited all my sources correctly and that I used multiple sources of information to complete each project.
	Each project turned in has a fully completed cover slip. Most of my citations are correct but a few could use improvement. I may not have used multiple sources of information for each project.
	I did not turn in a cover slip for each project or did not complete them fully. I have reached out to my teacher to get extra help on cover slips so that I can nail it next time.

	Information Accuracy
	The information presented in each of my projects is accurate and truthful to the best of my knowledge. I used multiple sources of information to fact check my projects.
	The information presented in each of my projects is accurate and truthful to the best of my knowledge. I checked my information with 1 source for each project
	I did not check the information I turned in for accuracy. I have reached out to the teacher to receive a lesson on sourcing my material.





Project Rubric

	
	3
	2
	1

	Neatness/Care of Work
	Student put a lot of time and effort into projects and it shows! The things they produced are colorful and/or are clearly well thought-out
	Student focused most of their efforts on 1 or 2 projects and the others may not be their best work. Products are almost all colorful and/or well though out
	Student products show a lack of focus/time spent on choice projects. Product is not student’s best work and I will meet with them to discuss how to improve moving forward.

	Cover Slip/Cover Slip Contents
	Each project turned in has a fully completed cover slip. Student ensured that they cited all sources correctly and used multiple sources of information to complete each project.
	Each project turned in has a fully completed cover slip. Most citations are correct but a few could use improvement. Student may not have used multiple sources of information for each project.
	Student did not turn in a cover slip for each project or did not complete them fully. Student reached out to the teacher to get extra help on cover slips so that they can nail it next time.

	Information Accuracy
	The information presented in each project is accurate and truthful. Student used multiple sources of information to fact check projects.
	The information presented in each of project is accurate and truthful. Student checked information with 1 source for each project
	Student did not check their information for accuracy. Student has reached out to the teacher to receive a lesson on sourcing materials.




