Montessori Lesson Plan
	School:Clark Montessori
	Teacher: Corey Dyke

	Subject/Topic(s): Examining the Seven Gateways: Joy

	Grade Level:7-8
	Theme: Change

	
Curriculum Components Included:   Project   Mini-Whole Grp   Lesson-Small Grp    Student engagement during lesson  Shelfwork   Rubric   Self-Assessment Seminar/Qs  Interdisciplinary        Outside Opportunity


	
Seven Gateways for Adolescence addressed in this lesson:   Deep Connection   Silence & Solitude   Meaning & Purpose   Joy & Delight   Creative   Transcendence   Initiation	




	Standards/Objectives W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. a. Establish a thesis statement to present an argument. b. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. c. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. d. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. e. Establish and maintain a formal style. f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument


	Materials: Teacher
· The video called Happiness is Helping Others
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zcruIov45bI
· Writing prompt for students
· Montessori quote on joy
	Materials: Student
· Paper
· Writing Utensil
	Time/Dates
· 1 class period 

	Facts/Skills (Prior Knowledge) 
· General writing skills
· Knowledge of persuasive writing that we have learned in this cycle up to this point
	Concepts/Big Ideas
· Joy as a fundamental part of our lives
· Creating positive change can help us find joy

	Lesson Relates to Theme (Note: Not every content lesson will directly relate to the theme)
The discussion around this lesson will center around how students can help themselves and others find joy through advocating for and creating positive change

	Connection to Elementary Material or Lesson (while not required in your lesson, consider how this could connect to elementary levels- list possible connection(s) below)




	Step-by-Step Procedures

	1st Period Lesson – 20 minutes (Include steps and materials)
· 1. Teacher will discuss the 7 Gateways and give a brief description of Joy. Students will be encouraged to raise their hands and give examples of things that bring them and others joy
· 2. Teacher will share with students that Maria Montessori defined Joy as, “feeling one's own value, being appreciated and loved by others, feeling useful and capable of production are all factors of enormous value for the human soul.” 
· 3. Teacher will then lead students in a short discussion of how they feel about that definition and what they would change (if anything)

	2nd Period 
1. Students will then be sent to individually work on 2 writing prompts. The first writing prompt will be:
“How did the man from the video create joy in himself? How did he help others find joy? What things do you think you could do in your daily life to find joy in similar ways?”
Student’s should respond in 2-3 paragraphs

2. Students will then begin working on the 2nd writing prompt:
“What change do you think should be made in society to help others find and experience joy? Use your knowledge of persuasive writing to create a persuasive essay convincing someone to make that change happen”

	3rd Period – Student Application
· Student writing will be assessed as well as informal assessment of classroom discussion

	Plan for Differentiation (at least one should be filled in)

	Teaching

	Work
Student writing amounts can be adjusted to fit the needs of different learners.
Student’s could be given the option to record a formal speech about writing prompt 2 instead of creating a formal essay.
	Assessment


	Outside Support:  Who, What, How
Work closely with Intervention Specialist to support students

	Formal Assessments in addition to regular observation (at least one should be filled in; )

	Formative Assessments
Student responses to first writing prompt
Classroom discussion around video


	Summative Assessment
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student persuasive essays


*Shelf Work: activity using manipulatives (non-electronic) that have a control of error/answer key that students use to check their own work; usually can be done over and over for practice throughout the cycle if necessary

