CHANGE
In the Declaration of Independence the founding fathers asserted their rights to dissolve the political bands that connected them with the monarchy of England and to self-determine their future by direct consent of the people being governed. 
Consequently, the leaders chose democracy as the form of government to  be used in this new country, believing that the majority of the people could govern  themselves and secure life, liberty, and happiness for all.
The documents that outline the foundation of our country state the principles by which the American citizen should live. In the Declaration of Independence we read that, “All men are created equal.” The Preamble of the Constitution describes how Americans of the time sought to create a “perfect union.” And, in the Bill of Rights, Americans are guaranteed our essential freedoms in order to live out the dreams of the founders of this nation. 
These documents are embodiments of the lofty ideas this country is based on, but, despite their existence, these ideals are still not a reality for all Americans. 
What happened? What are the underlying factors that keep us apart from these goals? What can we, as individuals and a community of people striving for respect and peace, do to insure the success of this dream? If we understand the cause of separation of peoples would we necessarily change our position? What is necessary to make this change occur? What benefits are there in securing the protection of equal treatment and opportunity that has been promised to all people? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Maybe it is easier to be pessimistic or apathetic and believe that change is impossible. But if that is the case, who is going to be responsible for changing conditions and developing new views and attitudes? For you, the adolescent, what part do you play in peeling away the “defective” parts of our collective experience as Americans? 
Cycle 2: ELA/Social Studies 
In this cycle we will be examining the causes and characteristics of revolutions. We will look at some of the failures of the American experiment in relationship to individual rights. We will be looking at the new ideals proposed in four important American documents. We will be asking ourselves questions about the change process, our role in it, and determine what and whether change is needed here in the United States.
 



Guiding Questions  
· What makes a Democracy unique? Was it a good choice for the structure of our government?

· Do all members of our society have equal access to the benefits of Democracy?
· What change do you want to see in our country? In the world?

· How does change occur and what vision would drive us to want to change what we have today? 

· What steps need to be taken for lasting change to occur?

What you will do:  
1. ELA/SS Participate in and lead discussions around change. How can we promote and aid positive change? How can we deal with negative change? 
2. ELA. Explore through reading and writing ways ordinary people change the world for the better and discover and reflect on how you can do the same  
3. SS Discover how early leaders and everyday citizens of our country created change and lasting ways for you to create change 

What You Will Learn:
1. ELA How to find an authors argument, analyze that argument, and construct a written argument of your own

2. SS How our country began from a series of colonies, won our independence, and created the backbone for our modern system of government


3. ELA/SS How to effectively advocate for changes you want to see in the world

image3.png




image4.png




image5.jpg
X
55, Juiy oo

LARATION





image6.jpeg
X
55, Juiy oo

LARATION





image1.png




image2.png




