MJDS Rimon Intersession Outing Proposal
A Visit to the Toronto Home of William Lyon Mackenzie

Cycle Theme: Influence
Objectives/Standards: 
Grade 7 History: Conflict and Change, Canada: A Changing Society

Mackenzie House is the restored home of William Lyon Mackenzie (born 12 March 1795 in Dundee, Scotland; died 28 August 1861 in Toronto, ON), Toronto’s first Mayor, a radical journalist and publisher, Member of the Legislative Assembly and leader of the Rebellion of 1837 in Upper Canada. Mackenzie was a central figure in pre-Confederation political life. This house was given to Mackenzie by friends and supporters, when he retired from public life, and in recognition of his many years of serving the community.
Mackenzie was an influential figure, not only in politics, but in print media as well. In May 1824 he published the first issue of the Colonial Advocate, which immediately became a leading voice of the new Reform movement. The Reform movement advocated responsible government and opposed the colonial regime that ruled Upper Canada at the time. 
Mackenzie’s influence is still evident today. Despite the failed rebellion of 1837, he helped to define the necessary elements of a democratic society in a fledgling nation. In his 2002 biography of Mackenzie, former Toronto Mayor John Sewell argues that Mackenzie’s radical democratic ideals, including a fair election process, open public discussion of political issues, and the public’s involvement in the democratic process, remain relevant in the 21st century as they encourage greater public participation in politics.
The fiery and principled Scot died at his home on Bond Street, now one of Toronto's historic sites and museums. This restored 1857 townhouse was the final home of William Lyon Mackenzie. The site features furniture from the nineteenth century, an 1845 printing press and artifacts from its former print shop. In 1936 when William Lyon Mackenzie King, Mackenzie’s grandson, was Prime Minister, the house was saved from demolition when its neighbouring row houses were destroyed.
During their visit, Rimon children will learn what led some ordinary citizens to take drastic measures against the government. They will “travel” to market and learn about the hardships of pioneer travel, re-enact an Assembly debate as Tory and Reform members of government, identify social and political issues in the colony and complete a petition using primary documents, and learn how and why Mackenzie printed his newspapers and print a souvenir rebel poster for the classroom. 
The Needs of the Adolescent
By “going out”, Rimon children will experience the independence of planning the trip, securing the school trip, planning the route and paying for it collectively. At the Museum, they will experience printing their own flyers, not only learning about the physical process and actually doing it themselves, but seeing the progression of the human spirit as Mackenzie fought for what he believed was the best for the country at the time. By linking it to Mackenzie’s life, they will understand what influence he had, through his politics and his newspapers and pamphlets. Mackenzie was a strong and worthy person, despite his reputation and some of his actions.
7 Gateways
Rimon children should be aware of their creative drive when pursuing their printing activity, as well as their seeing social / political justice through the eyes Mackenzie. Though there are few gates for them to experience directly, perhaps learning about one of Toronto’s most influencing politicians will allow them to connect historically to their own past, and politically to their future. 

Intersession Outing – Contact details
Mackenzie House School Trips
[bookmark: _Hlk14360102]Mackenzie House is the restored home of William Lyon Mackenzie, Toronto’s first Mayor, a radical journalist and publisher, and leader of the Rebellion of 1837 in Upper Canada. This house was given to Mackenzie by friends and supporters, when he retired from public life, and in recognition of his many years of serving the community.
This restored 1857 townhouse was the final home of William Lyon Mackenzie, Toronto’s first mayor and leader of the 1837 Rebellion. The site features furniture from the nineteenth century, an 1845 printing press and artifacts from its former print shop.
In 1936 when William Lyon Mackenzie King, Mackenzie’s grandson, was Prime Minister, the house was saved from demolition when its neighbouring row houses were destroyed.

Booking:
To book a school trip to Mackenzie House, please contact the museum directly:
82 Bond Street 
machouse@toronto.ca
416-392-6915

Activity Programme:
Grade 7 - Rebellion 
Ontario curriculum subject: History
Topics: Conflict and Change, Canada: A Changing Society
Learn what led some ordinary citizens to take drastic measures against the government.
· “Travel” to market and learn about the hardships of pioneer travel.
· Re-enact an Assembly debate as Tory and Reform members of government.
· Identify social and political issues in the colony and complete a petition using primary documents
· Learn how and why Mackenzie printed his newspapers and print a souvenir rebel poster for the classroom.
1.5 hours
Min. 15 students; Max. 60 students
$4.43 plus tax

Other Details
Proposed date: TBD - Intersession (half day trip – morning preferred) October 29-31, 2019
Lunch: depends on time of booking where to have, but will be brown bag or own money somewhere. TBD by Rimon
Transportation: TTC – route to be determined from Sheppard West Station by Day Leader prior to Intersession Week. 
By Transit
Take the Yonge/University subway line to Dundas subway station, exit to surface and walk two blocks east to Bond Street. Or, take either the Dundas or Queen streetcar to Bond Street and walk south from Dundas Street East or north from Queen Street East. For specific TTC route and schedule information call 416-393-4636 (INFO) or visit the TTC website 
Departure time: TBD
Return time: TBD
Cost: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Admission: 15 (min) x $4.43 = $66.45 ($5.53 per child) estimate
TTC: Return student fare if over 13
Link to another activity in area? TBD
School notifications: Parents, Head of School, Head of Judaic Studies, administration, French, Hebrew, Judaic Studies
Sources: 
https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/history-art-culture/school-trips/mackenzie-house-school-trips/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/mackenzie-william-lyon

