Lee Waterhouse; 7/8 Humanities
Cambridge Montessori School

Themes: Revolutions
Big Ideas: Connects to my themes across my two year curriculum;How are societies created? What do they need to have?  How does language affect change? How is language manipulated? How has language affected human development?
Prior Knowledge - Some students will have heard this lesson before, my students who are new to Montessori will have never heard it before

Period 1: *This is based loosely around an Upper El lesson*
1) Students will sort the terms: Hunting, foraging, farming, trade, cities
2) After sorted from what came first to newest, students will use 5 different sized blocks from the pink tower to create a representation of their list
3) Students have to be able explain their choices
4) Ask students to think about people, groups, population at each level
4A) Students will note that as the blocks get smaller (moving towards cities) the population density increases
4B) Can be represented by an inverse stack of pink tower blocks

Period 2: Students will work in groups to research/review ancient writing systems (They will have done this to some extent in El.: The goal is to tap into their Long-term memory into working memory): Egyptian Hieroglyphics, Cuneiform, Mayan script, some other choosing of theirs
· Students will find out when each society started with written language, how written language operated, and also discuss the impact that writing had
· Students will then work together to create a timeline to hang up

Period 3: Students will write a 1-2 page response essay about how they view language shaping the world around them, using specific examples
	Differentiation: Create a comic depicting the same topic

Share with the class
