Revolutions
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	This trimester is all about change: Slow or quick, planned or surprising, starting and stopping. We’re all changing all of the time, whether you know it or not. Merriam Webster defines the term “Revolution” in a few different ways. First, they define it as “the action by a celestial body of going round in an orbit or elliptical course.” While this definition can apply to our existence on the planet or in the solar system, for this trimester, we’ll be thinking of a revolution in terms of the second definition: “a sudden, radical, or complete change.”
	Last trimester, we studied the beginnings of a number of different countries and their early civilizations. This trimester, we’ll be shifting our focus to societies that are at the point of change in one way or another. We will look at a number of countries, but we will spend a lot of time discussing revolutions in Iran, as well as countries that took part in the “Arab Spring.” Additionally, we will be reading a graphic novel entitled Persepolis. This story takes place in Iran, and is written from the perspective of the author when she was a teenager while Iran was undergoing significant socio-political change. Our studies this trimester will enable us to look at forms of government, self-expression, religion, food, and more. 
	

Guiding questions:
What is a society?
Why do societies change?
Why would people want to change something about where they live?
What happens when the people want change and the government does not?
What happens when the government wants change and the people do not?

Homework:
- Complete reading assignments
- Annotate your readings 
- Write down any questions or comments you have from the reading
	




Project:
You’ll have some options for the final project for the Trimester: a paper or a podcast, but you can also make a video/mini documentary
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