Socratic Seminar

Let’s have a Socratic Seminar

	Socrates is one of the most famous people from Ancient Greece. He is widely considered to be the founder of Western Philosophy. He lived from 469-399 B.C.E., and yet he is still influential today! A brief biography about him notes that “His style of teaching—immortalized as the Socratic method—involved not conveying knowledge, but rather asking question after clarifying question until his students arrived at their own understanding” (history.com). In the world of education today, this method has come to be called a Socratic Seminar, and it is what we will be working towards over the next few days. 
	A Socratic Seminar may be about any number of topics, but our Seminar will focus on analyzing two specific, famous images. An image you say? Yes, we will be analyzing pictures. But isn’t this Humanities class, where we only do English and History? Yes, it’s Humanities class, and analyzing these historical images certainly fits into our curriculum!
	During our Socratic Seminar, we will have a discussion, similar to Book Group but a bit more formalized, to ask questions and discuss our answers about the images under consideration. 

What you are expected to do: 

I would like you to spend some time looking at each image. In fact, you will need to look at each image multiple times!  Why, you ask? Because there are a lot of things to consider! Use the following pages to write your notes and questions to help you prepare for our seminar. 

During your first time looking at each image write down notes about:
· What is your initial reaction to each image? Write it down without analyzing why you feel this way. 
· What colors do you see? 
· What do you notice? Look at the orientation, sizing etc. of the pictures and any words used
During your second viewing of each image:
· Jot down why you think you had your initial reaction to the images
· Why might the creator of the images made them in this way? Are they trying to evoke certain feelings?
After your third viewing of each image:
· Create a list of questions that you would like to ask your classmates
· Create some comments or observations that you would like to share with your classmates
· If you need to look up anything you have a question about, do so, and write the answer down



*Note: In order to participate in the Seminar, you are required to do every step listed above, and show them to me as an “entry ticket” to the Seminar
IMAGE 1: “Buy War Bonds” - American poster from World War 2
[image: examples of successful propaganda]

IMAGE 2: Burger King Advertisement
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Notes for Image 1
	


Notes for image 2
	



List your questions and comments for image 1:



















List your comments and questions for Image 2: 





















Name: 				
Student Self-Assessment & Goal Setting

Rate yourself as a seminar participant:

NW	S	O

____	____	____	Answered a question and explained answer
____	____	____	Asked a question that was appropriate to the discussion
____	____	____	Let others have a turn speaking
____	____	____	Used others’ names when referring to them or their ideas
____	____	____	Looked at others when they were speaking
____	____	____	Sat up during the discussion
____	____	____	Refrained from day-dreaming 

NW = needs work	S = some, satisfactory	O = often, outstanding

Goal(s) for next seminar: 






---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Other criteria to consider:
· Refrained from whispering or having side conversations
· Refrained from doodling on name tag or story
· Refrained from telling personal stories
· During the discussion, made appropriate notes that others were saying to reference later
· Made comments that were appropriate to the discussion
· Kept comments succinct and clear
· Spoke at a volume appropriate for our group’s size
· Cited the reading with a page number, column, paragraph
· Restated another’s comments to help make things clear
· Paraphrased a passage (which was also cited)
· Came prepared with ample annotations and questions
· Changed perspective, kept an open mind
· Was an active listener, demonstrated by appropriate nodding, smiles/questioning frown, finding passages
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