
One thing.   One tool.  One story. 

Invention & Construction 

Group Initiative 

This activity is about constructing a story given only one thing, one tool, but everyone’s inventive 

imagination.  

Group Goal: Construct a seamless story together, keeping the story going using the given words. 

Time: 10-20 mins           Group size: any, but time will vary 

Materials: 

• 3 small pieces of paper for each person 

• Writing utensils 

• Basket for words 

Instructions: 

• Sit in circle. 

• Each student writes one thing (concrete noun) on one piece of paper. 

• Each student writes the name of a tool on another piece of paper. 

• Each student writes a verb on the third piece of paper. 

• All the papers are put into the basket.  (These could be prepped ahead of time for a smoother 

transition into storytelling.) 

• A first person draws a piece of paper from the basket and begins the first sentence of a story 

using the selected word.  NOTE:  Students may change to tense or plurality of the word. 

The first person keeps that used words in hand and passes the basket to the person to the right.  
That person draws a word from the basket and invents the next sentence of the story using the 
selected word. The story (with basket) continues to be passed around the circle, each person adding 
the next sentence. 

• Each student is allowed one pass.  

• Once used, the pieces of paper may be returned to the basket when the basket comes around 

again so there are always plenty of papers to grab.  Repeats are fine. 

• Teacher may choose a natural ending.  If the story ends sooner than you want, start a new 

story beginning with: “The very next day…” 

Processing questions: 

• What type of story did you end up constructing together?  

• How did you feel about inventing this story together? 

• How is this story different for one that you would construct yourself? 

• How could we change the process next time? 

Variations: 

• Have each student take out two pieces of paper at a time to incorporate. 

• Construct the story popcorn style.  In this case, distribute all the written words evenly first.  Each 

person uses one of their words per turn, places used word in basket, and hands basket to next 

willing participate.  The story ends when all the words are back in the basket. 


