Clustered Questions for The Destructors

Bridge/Writing Question:

e Write about a time when you or someone you know
o put heart and soul into building something, and someone came along and destroyed it.

Opening Questions:

e On page 48, Trevor tells Blackie: “’I kept these for you and me — a celebration.” He knelt down on the floor and
counted them out —there were seventy in all. ‘We will burn them,” he said, ‘one by one.””
o What kind of celebration is this?

e  “[I]t was as though this plan had been with him his whole life, pondered through the seasons, now in his
fifteenth year crystallized with the pain of puberty.” 44-45
o How would you describe the connection between Trevor’s pain of puberty and his long developing plan?
o Did Trevor have a good reason for his plan?

Core Questions:

Destruction/Construction

e |s there any difference between destructing, deconstructing, and destroying?

e For something to be built, does something else have to be destroyed?

e Is “art or beauty” a good reason to destroy something?

e Which is more important, one person’s need to hold on to something, or another person’s need to tear it down?

Human connection/Fragility of Life/Things:

e Did Old Misery want human connection? How do we know?
e Why did Trevor want to see Old Misery’s face when the house came down?
e What do you think about the kindnesses that were shared? Does kindness matter?
o Old Misery shared candy with the boys (40)
o Trevor shared celebration with Blackie (48)
o Trevor shared food and blanket with Old Misery but said “It’s nothing personal, ...we want you to be
comfortable tonight.” (55)
e Which are more lasting, relationships with things or relationships with people?
e There are only things.... Half-things, broken things, former things. (44) Why did Trevor think this was true?

Leadership

e What are the qualities of leaders that create the desire in others to follow?
e Looking at the actions of Trevor and Blackie, how does their leadership differ?
e Who cared about leadership most in this story?

Value/Meaning/Specialness/Beauty

e How do houses, buildings, items hold meaning?
e Isthere hope in this story? Where? For whom?

Wrap around:

If you were to methodically deconstruct something, what would it be?



