Building a Life
INVENTION & CONSTRUCTION

Outside Opportunity

Proposed Activity:

Shelter is a basic human need. Humans have always had to invent new ways of constructing and securing
shelter based on local climate and resources available. How do members of the greater Dayton area secure
and construct the shelter they need?

Adolescents, as growing social beings, are beginning to ask bigger questions outside their own homes. They
can see and question inequalities as well as name injustice. They are seeking examples of meaningful and
relevant work as they grow closer to adulthood.

Habitat for Humanity and Rebuilding Together Dayton are both larger agencies with local chapters that
address the physical needs of housing in our community for families and individuals who cannot afford to buy
or repair a home. Construction companies build homes for people who can secure funding on their own.

Students would investigate the who, what, when, how, and why of these two agencies and one company, visit
at least one aspect of their services or operations, and (as appropriate) complete some service work with the
agencies.

Student Work Involved:

e |Initial information gathering about each agency or company.

e Constructing interview questions.

e Taking notes during onsite visits.

e Performing any onsite service work requested.

e Writing short reflection paper following visits.

e Drafting a thank you letter addressing any further partnering ideas, if appropriate.

e Asaclass, constructing a Venn diagram regarding what these agencies/companies do, whom they
serve, why they exist, and how they operated.

Outline of Assessment

e Quality of interview questions

e Behavior and attitude during outing
e Onsite observations

e Reflection paper

e Thank you letter

e Group participation in Venn diagram



Contact Information:

Habitat for Humanity: Christina Day, 937-222-2296, 115 West Riverview Ave, Dayton, OH 45405
https://daytonhabitat.org nmiozzi@daytonhabitat.org

Rebuilding Together Dayton: Scott Bruns or Amy, 937-223-4893, 30 S Main St., Dayton, OH 45402
www.rtdayton.org amy@rtdayton.org

Local construction company: | will talk to my principal about contacts

Logistical Information Needed for Organization:

e Approval from administrator

e Dates and times for visits

e Availability of bus (I can drive the bus for our group)

e Second adult?

e Liability waivers

e What to bring on outing

e Lunch plan (students could pack and we could eat at a park), Devrek in kitchen

e Communicate with Ms. Margie and new 9-12 teacher as well as the enrichment teacher if their class
will be missed

e Permission slips: write up, copy, pass out, collect, place in outing bag

e Wrist bands, student tracking sheet

e Shelter lesson

e Hammering nails lesson — (if they don’t get one onsite)

e Interview questions lesson

e Observation sheet

e Stamps/envelops for letters

e Venn diagram instructions


https://daytonhabitat.org/
https://daytonhabitat.org/

