Creative World of Montessori Trimester 1

Secondary Program 2019-2020

Invention & Construction

Our brains have been coming up with amazing inventions as long as humans have been around. Most
of these are based on our basic needs. Plato, Greek author & philosopher (427 BC - 347 BC), wrote that
“necessity is the mother of invention.” That makes sense when we think about all the large and small
details we need to figure out to not only survive, but to have a meaningful life.

As we begin our 2019-2020 school year together, the theme “Invention & Construction” will shape how
we make our time together meaningful. To begin, you need to know that you are the construction site
of the Creative World of Montessori’s secondary program (aka Middle School). Some plans are handed
to us as academic blueprints. Some plans we will create together. Sometimes we will need to change
our plans and invent new solutions to reach our goals.

The first step of our construction project is to build a solid foundation. For this, we will use guidance
from the writings of Maria Montessori as she placed the needs of the developing adolescent as
paramount within the educational environment. Modern brain research also shows us that
adolescence is critical time for pathways in our brains to be strengthened for a lifetime of learning.

Our toolbox for this job may include hammers, rulers, pencils, and nails, but it will always include our
growing skills of communication, problem solving, and self-awareness. As the first cycle of study
(trimester) of the year, we will begin with these guiding questions.

Guiding Questions:

1. What kind of community do will need to ensure safety and learning?

2. What structures are we going to build into our Montessori classroom to accomplish our
academic and community goals?

3. What tools do we need to invent to accomplish our goals?
How can Maria Montessori help us?

5. How am | contributing as a worker and co-worker on this job site?



What You Will Learn:
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How to organize yourself for success

How to design and create tools

How to work together to build a positive learning environment
Who Maria Montessori was, what she did, and what she believed
How to increase your ability to influence your peers

How to meaningfully contribute to our community

What You Will Do:

Project Work
1. Construct original structures with inventive methods and materials.
2. Design and construct timelines and other maps.
3. Travel back to Ancient Greece and decide the laws of the land.
4. Become a Maria Montessori expert.
5. Plan and construct a secret project to offer as a gift.

Classroom Work

1. Become a leader without saying a word.
2. Build your brain throughout the day, one colorful block at a time.
3. Invent new ways to solve problems and help others.
4. Record insights and make blueprints as you construct your amazing life.
Home Work
1. If projects need extended time or daily work time at school was not used efficiently, you may
need to take work home.
2. Read. Read. Read some more.
3. Spend time with your family, maybe even do some service work together.
4. Enjoy hobbies that involve your hands, mind, and heart.



