Thematic Culminating Activity (Identity)

Culminating Activity for Theme: Identity 

Purpose: Adolescents will express creativity as they illustrate what they have learned about their own identity through this cycle (and lead seamlessly into the next theme of interdependence or community).

Explanation: “A culminating activity overtly wraps up the cycle of study’s theme, revisits the theme and connects to academic content and/or adolescent development, and brings closure.” (CMStep)	Comment by Laura Honeywood: I do not remember where I got this from.  :/

Materials: 
· Puzzle pieces for each member of our advisory (including advisor)	Comment by Laura Honeywood: need to decide on the material here and purchase/make
· Decorations Materials (paints, markers, glue and things to glue)
· Instructions

Procedure: 
1. Distribute materials equitably throughout the room.
2. Review the theme of Identity and the activities we have engaged in this cycle to explore our identities.
3. Remind students of the Single Story video and that each part of our identity is just one piece of the puzzle - not the entire story of us - hold up a puzzle piece.
4. Brainstorm - write down some of the pieces that contribute to your identity.  
5. After students have had time to brainstorm, remind our community of the 7 Gateways (especially creativity, joy, purpose and meaning).  Invite students to use these puzzle pieces as a vehicle for representing our identities creatively and with joy.  Decorate them in any way you choose to represent some of the pieces of who you are.  Remember that you will share this and it will be displayed.  Think of it as cupcake work that you can be proud of.
6. Pass out blank puzzle pieces.
7. Allow 20 minutes to work and allow students to work on them outside of advisory time.  Play music and allow students to converse while working - though ensure that electronics are away and students stay engaged in the task.
8. In the next advisory, share your puzzle piece and anything you would like to share about it.  Place it in the center of our circle.
9. Ask Awareness of Process Questions.
10. Transition into Cycle 2 Kick-Off - Interdependence.


AOP Questions 
(generate reflections and encourage participants to learn from the activity)
 
· Observations:
· What was enjoyable about this activity?
· What did you notice when we were working on our pieces?
· What did you want to do but you just didn’t have time/materials for?
· Analysis:
· What skills does it take to do this activity?
· How did completing the activity connect to our theme?  (push your synthetic thinking here!)
· Apply/Synthesize:
· What, from this activity, can you take with you into the real world?
· What did you learn about yourself or our group that you can apply to your work or we can apply to our future community activities? 
