Montessori Lesson Plan (Routines)	Comment by Laura Honeywood: @gidmars@gmail.com 
Could you please look this over?  :-)?
What are the things we need routines for?  Am I missing any?
Jobs & Restoring the Environment, Morning Meeting, Group Initiatives & AoP, Checklist & Planner, Seminar Discussion, Shelfwork
_Assigned to Gideon Smith_
	School: Brookline High School
	Teacher: Laura Honeywood

	Subject/Topic(s): History / Humanities Seminar

	Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
	Theme: Identity

	 
Curriculum Components Included:   ☐Project   ☐Mini-Whole Grp   ☐Lesson-Small Grp   ☐Student engagement during lesson  X Shelfwork   ☐ Rubric   ☐Self-Assessment ☐ Seminar/Qs  ☐ Interdisciplinary      ☐ Outside Opportunity
 

	 
Seven Gateways for Adolescence addressed in this lesson:   ☐Deep Connection   ☐Silence & Solitude   XMeaning & Purpose   ☐ Joy & Delight   ☐ Creative   ☐Transcendence   ☐Initiation   
 


 
	Standards/Objectives: EXE 1 Can independently navigate the various systems students need in order to be successful in ACE (eg. Canvas, Google Docs, the ACE Tracker, and the notion of levels of competency vs. grades)

	Materials: Teacher
· Routines Shelfwork
· For Planner Lesson:
· Checklist
· Planners?
· ACE Schedule/ Special Dates
	Materials: Student
· Writing Utensil
· Planner
· Notebook
	Time/Dates

Projected: Thursday 9/2/21

	Facts/Skills (Prior Knowledge)
· None
·   	 
	Concepts/Big Ideas
In our classroom, our routines help us to stay organized and be self-directed so that each of us can work at our own pace to complete the work and follow our interests. 	 

	Lesson Relates to Theme (Note: Every content lesson will not directly relate to the theme)
Tied to identity is the idea of being a whole, worthy person who is capable of self-determination and self-regulation.  Our routines will help students to act as individuals within their own unique identities while also establishing a communal identity for our class and our work together.  This lesson will help establish the identity of our History Classroom as a Montessori classroom with specific Montessori techniques which may be different from those they have experienced before.  The classroom space itself has a unique identity.

	Connection to Elementary Material or Lesson
Adolescents who have experienced a Montessori classroom for elementary school will be familiar with checklists, planners and these routines.  I am not aware of any of my students having this background.  Still the idea of self sufficiency and creating a plan for one’s own work completion build on elementary Montessori ideas.  Classroom routines are a facet of every classroom - planned or unplanned.

	
	
	
	


 
	Step-by-Step Procedures

	Activator - 30 minutes
1. As they enter: Katelyn Ohashi TWO Gymnastics Routine   
2. Intro: Welcome to ACE! We are so so so excited to have you here as a part of our program and I am even more excited to get to guide you in this class.  The goal of this class is a sort of ACE orientation, if you will.  My goal is to give you some of the frameworks and skills to enable you to rock the rest of your time in ACE.  Your first cycle, both Mr. Ben and I are looking to help you settle into the how of ACE so that you can truly own your own experience here and make the most of it.
3. (10 min) To get into that, today we are going to talk a  little bit about Routines.  To kick that off, we’re going to do a “Group Initiative”.  
a. A Group Initiative is where I give you a task and you have to figure out how to do it as a group.  Your success depends on the whole group.  
b. Today’s is really really simple.  Today we are going to talk about routines so for your group initiative you are going to get in a circle.  
c. The tricky part is that the person on your left needs to have something the same as you in their morning routine.  The person on your right needs to do something different than you as a part of their morning routine.  
d. You also need to know the names and pronouns of one another.  
4. (10 min)  After they are in a circle: Awesome!  You guys did such a great job with that, now that you are in the circle, let’s go around and hear what we’ve figured out.  Here’s how that’s going to work.  First, you are going to fist bump the person on your left, in greeting and say “Good morning, {their name}”.  They will return your greeting.  (Show them that)
Then you are going to introduce yourself by saying:
a. Your name and pronouns
b. One thing that is the same as the person on your left (introduce them by name); One thing that is different than the person on your right.
5. One routine that we will use in this class is called “Awareness of Process” which is where you sort of take a step back and debrief what has happened.  This is rewarding because human brains LOVE finding patterns and looking for the deeper meaning in things - it actually releases a pleasurable chemical called dopamine.  So, “Awareness of Process” helps us to make meaning of what we are doing and make connections.  It strengthens our brains (literally! But we’ll talk about that more next week) and, in return, our brains make it pleasurable.
a. For this exercise our AoP questions are:
i. Observation:
1. What made this exercise a bit of a challenge?
2. What similarities or differences did you notice in people’s routines?  What do you think might be the underlying causes of those similarities or differences?
3. What can you already tell or what have you already learned about our community in this classroom?  What are we good at?  What might we struggle with?  How do we support one another?
ii. Analysis:
1. This cycle, each of your courses will connect to the underlying theme of identity.  What connections does this exercise have to identity?
iii. Application/Synthesis
1. What makes routines useful?  Why are they helpful to have?
2. What connections can you make between this Group Initiative and the clip that I was playing as you all entered the classroom?

1st Period Lesson – 20 minutes (Include steps and materials)
1. So we’ve actually already practiced parts of two of our classroom routines, a morning/afternoon greeting and Awareness of Process.  Now I’m going to introduce you to two other routines that we have that are really about Independence and Self-Regulation.  One is Shelfwork and the other is Mini-Lessons.
2. For Shelfwork, there will be materials placed in our Shelfwork folders.  You are responsible for planning when you will practice this shelfwork.  Each shelf work has Materials, Instructions, a Materials list, and what is called a “Control of Error”.  (demonstrate with example).  
a. First, check the materials list
b. Next, read all of the instructions
c. Then, complete the work.  The goal is to give your brain time to practice with the material so that you will truly understand and remember it.
d. After you have completed the work, check your work with the Control of Error.  Try to understand any misunderstandings you may have held and write down any questions you may have.
e. Finally, restore all of the pieces so that they are ready for our next friend.
f. If you complete the shelfwork on the floor, there are mats that I ask you to use (explain where mats are).  Be sure you treat our materials respectfully and return the mats to where you found them.
g. Shelf work should be completed individually and silently or quietly in pairs, please.  It is about developing your own understanding so you should ensure that each person completing the shelf work understands each part of it..
h. You should check in with me when your work is complete so that I may check it off.
i. Our first shelfwork is about . . . Routines!  It is located right over here.
j. Questions about shelfwork?

3. The other routine is Mini-Lessons.  
a. I will ring a bell a minute or two before I start a mini lesson.  
b. For mini-lessons you will need your notes and something to write with.  
c. For today’s mini-lesson on Checklists and Planners, you will need your planner.  I will explain the rest to you in your mini-lesson.
d. You may decide when you would like to attend a  mini-lesson.  I’ll do one when we finish here and another in about 30 minutes.
e. You will usually have a small assignment to complete following the mini-lesson.
f. Questions about mini-lessons?

4. Alright, so for the rest of the class period, you need to decide which you would like to complete first, the Shelf Work on Routines or the Lesson on Checklists and Planners.  The first Lesson will start in 5 minutes right over here.

5. Lesson on Checklists & Planners:
a. One thing that is always tricky for me to figure out is what work I am going to do and when I am going to do it.  That’s one of the most important skills to succeed in any class or job!
b. Therefore, one important routine - especially in ACE and in Montessori is about organizing your work.  
c. You may have heard that in ACE, you have more freedom (and responsibility) to complete your work at your own pace.  You may also have heard that there is no homework.  As with most rumors, each of these statements holds elements of truth and elements of fiction.  You do have more flexibility in how and when you will complete your work - BUT there is work and it is rigorous.  We do plan for you to have homework, it is up to your skillful navigation and planning to arrange your schedule of work so that it works best for you.
d. In History, you will get a biweekly Checklist.  The Checklist will have the assignments on it for the next two weeks.
e. You will put that information into your planner so that you can figure out when you will accomplish your work.  
f. While all of the work on the checklist is due at the end of the two weeks, YOU are in charge of setting due dates for yourself and checking to make sure you’re not falling behind.  
g. If the work is not complete at the end of the two weeks, then you will not have demonstrated competence at organization, self regulation, or the skills and knowledge that we are practicing.  
h. Don’t worry!  We’ll have lots of routines to help you to develop these skills and habits.
i. Let’s practice!  First, please pull out your planners.  I will pass out our checklist for the next two weeks.  This checklist contains all the assignments that we will complete in that time.
i. First, please fill in your personal appointments on your planner.  
1. What are the outside things going on in your life that are going to take up time - think things like “family dinner night”, “football practice”, “watching Cousin Bobo” etc.
ii. Next, think about what you do best where and when
1. Are there certain things that you do better by yourself? With others?, 
2. Where do you work best? at home? At school?  Somewhere else?
3. Think about your meds - given those, when do you work best?
4. Are there some things that can only be done at school (eg shelfwork)?
iii. Given all of this, fill in your planner with when you will get each assignment done.  
iv. You can check off the Routines lesson and the Planner Lesson already because you’ve already done those!

6. In the last 5 minutes of class, Restore the Environment
a. One of the most important routines in our class will be the jobs we have at the end of the class to “Restore our Environment” so that it is ready for us when we (or our colleagues) next need it.  
b. To Restore the Environment, we will each have jobs at the end of class, each job has a description on it of what it means and what you should do.
c. I will put on a song to indicate that it is time to begin your job.  
d. When you are finished, please return your slip to me so that the other class can perform that job tomorrow.   Thank you
e. (put on music)

	2nd Period – Recognition
1. Shelfwork: Match names of routines, description of routine, purpose of routines,  (NOTE: create this matching activity)
	2nd Period – Recall Practice
1. Next day, ask students to refresh us on the greeting.  (Introduce more parts of morning meeting)

	3rd Period – Student Application
1. Students lead greetings/morning meetings increasingly throughout cycle
2. Students fill out their planners using the checklist
3. Students Restore the Environment each day according to their jobs
4. Students explain the purpose of routines and describe one of their routines in their “Routines Reflection” (See checklist)

	Plan for Differentiation

	Teaching
· Leveled (Chunked) Checklists
· Oral and written directions
	Work
· Shelfwork
· Small group lesson
	Assessment
· Choice in Assessment.

	Outside Support:  Who, What, How
· Work with learning specialists to ensure students are able to fill out planners well.

	Formal Assessments

	Formative Assessments
· Observations of routines
· Self Assessment of routines

	Summative Assessment
· Routines Reflection
· Academic Organization Plan

	
	
	
	





 
 

