Montessori Lesson Plan
	School: Brookline High School
	Teacher: Laura Honeywood

	Subject/Topic(s): History / Humanities Seminar

	Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
	Theme: Identity

	 
Curriculum Components Included:   ☐Project   ☐Mini-Whole Grp   ☐Lesson-Small Grp   X Student engagement during lesson  X Shelfwork   ☐ Rubric   ☐Self-Assessment ☐ Seminar/Qs  X Interdisciplinary      ☐ Outside Opportunity
 

	 
Seven Gateways for Adolescence addressed in this lesson:   ☐Deep Connection   ☐Silence & Solitude   XMeaning & Purpose   ☐ Joy & Delight   ☐ Creative   ☐ Transcendence   ☐Initiation   
 


 
	Standards/Objectives: PSY 1 - Describes the basic workings of the brain (eg neurons, synapses, frontal lobe, amygdala, neuroplasticity, cortisol, oxytocin, serotonin, dopamine, endorphins)

	Materials: Teacher
· The Long Black Strip (borrow from Paula, make or buy)	Comment by Laura Honeywood: Big History: https://www.bighistoryproject.com/home 
Stories: https://montessoricommons.cc/the-black-strip/

https://montessoricommons.cc/the-black-strip/
https://www.cosmicmontessorischool.com/second-great-lesson-timeline-of-life-and-long-black-strip/
http://missbarbara.net/timelineoflife.html

Differences:
https://askabiologist.asu.edu/questions/human-animal-differences#:~:text=Humans%20and%20animals%20both%20eat%2C%20sleep%2C%20think%2C%20and%20communicate.&text=Some%20people%20think%20that%20the,your%20own%20thoughts%20and%20feelings).
https://www.livescience.com/15689-evolution-human-special-species.html
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20150706-the-small-list-of-things-that-make-humans-unique

Brains:
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/what-makes-our-brains-special/
https://www.yourgenome.org/stories/evolution-of-the-human-brain

Images:
https://www.pnas.org/content/109/Supplement_1/10661/F1.large.jpg
https://www.scientificamerican.com/sciam/cache/file/6A8850F1-3735-40CE-9F446B3C859DED7A_source.jpg
https://dr282zn36sxxg.cloudfront.net/datastreams/f-d%3A9f291a95193c83bd88948c81676a5b538625d4f0fba2410b5304c5c0%2BIMAGE_THUMB_POSTCARD_TINY%2BIMAGE_THUMB_POSTCARD_TINY.1
· Short Response Directions
· Versatiles Shelfwork
· The Coming of Humans 
· make a story from CMStep & Miss Barbara, 
· Map of Africa w/ where humans found
· print story cards
· Hand card 
· Brain model
· Heart piece
· Box

	Materials: Student
· Week 3 & 4 Checklist
· Planners
· Something to write with
· Notebooks
· Computers (optional)
	Time/Dates

Projected: Monday  9/13/21

	Facts/Skills (Prior Knowledge)
· None
·   	 
	Concepts/Big Ideas
Humans are a part of the story of the universe - not the most important or the most advanced or the most special part - but a part.  Our minds, bodies, and hearts have similarities and important differences from other animals.  Despite our similarities, our brains do work differently from any other animal that we know of. 

	Lesson Relates to Theme (Note: Every content lesson will not directly relate to the theme)
What is our identity as humans?  Is there a human identity?  What makes us different from one another?  What makes us the same?  (are there things that all humans have in common?)  

	Connection to Elementary Material or Lesson
This lesson connects and retells the Great Lesson on the Coming of Humans but at a different level of specificity.  I hope to use the Long Black Strip material from Elementary, so it also connects and builds on the Timeline of Life.

	
	
	
	


 
	Step-by-Step Procedures

	Activator & 1st Period Lesson - 20 minutes
1. Have you ever wondered what makes us human?  Or. What makes us humans special and different from other animals?  Where do we fit into the larger scheme of things?  Today, we are going to explore some of those questions as we get into the history and science of Who We Are.
2. Take students into the hall or outside to tell the abbreviated history of the universe using the Long Black Strip (see notes and comments above; you still need to make this!).
3. Then, gather students around to tell an (abbreviated!) story of the Coming of Humans.
4. So, what, if anything, makes us unique?  What does it mean to be human?  Is it our hearts?  Our bodies?  Our minds?  You will spend some time today researching this - especially trying to understand how the Human Brain (and especially the teenage brain!) works.

	2nd Period – Recognition
1. Shelfwork: Versatiles Shelfwork  on the Coming of Humans (NOTE: create)
	2nd Period – Recall Practice
1. N/A?

	3rd Period – Student Application
1. Select one of the following options to learn more about the Story of Humans:
a. Engage with Big History’s Chapter 4: Humans lesson and record at least five things that you learn from the lesson.  Note: The website says that the full lesson is 59 minutes.
i. Extension: Create a true/false Shelf Work quiz based on what you have learned.  Include instructions, a control of error and all the pieces people will need to complete your shelf work.
b. Complete your own research using at least two different sources that you find.  Based on your research, answer the following questions in full sentences, citing specific evidence from and crediting your sources: In what ways are humans different from other species?  In what ways are we the same?  What makes us human?
i. Extension: Create a ShelfWork based on your research.  You might consider a timeline activity, a true/false quiz or a versatiles activity.  Include instructions, a control of error, and all the pieces people will need to complete your work.
2. Short on demand response:
a. What makes us human?
3. Participate in a seminar discussion:
a. What does it mean to be human?
b. How does that relate to the theme of identity?
c. What about our brains?

	Plan for Differentiation

	Teaching
· N/A
	Work
· Shelfwork & Control of Error
	Assessment
· Seminar Prep Sheet
· Notes available; Extended time; sentence structures for short response.

	Outside Support:  Who, What, How
 Work with Learning Specialists on the Discussion/Response pieces.

	Formal Assessments

	Formative Assessments
· Short response (9/14)

	Summative Assessment
· Seminar (9/17)

	
	
	
	



