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Everything is inspiring.  I have been wanting to plan this intercession for so long.  It’s so nice to have the time to plan it.  The more information that I compile, the more realistic this seems.  I am so excited to share this with the students because I think they are going to love Dance as much as I do.  What moves me is the variety of ideas about field studies from my classmates.  They all sound so wonderful.  It’s inspiring to think that there are so many students who are going to get to experience 

At Clark the students select their intercession on a first come first pay basis.  I have no control over who gets to participate in the field study, which I’m totally ok with.  I think that this particular field study will attract those who are authentically interested.  This conclusion is based upon conversations I’ve had with students in order to gage their interest.  I do fear that some students will be overwhelmed by what I am asking them to do, performance wise,  because it requires them to put so much of themselves out for others to see. I guess we will cross that bridge when it comes.  

I was fortunate to attend Clark so I have no shortage of examples for how place can play a significant role in learning.  I can pinpoint many specific situations, at least 1 from each field experience.  I learned how to overcome fear in andros while snorkeling, how to respectfully kill and prepare a chicken in Erdkinder, the role of organisms in the rainforest in Costa Rica and the true meaning of hard work on the Appalachian trail.  Looking back at those experiences it is evident that my teachers put a lot of prep work into those experiences to make them so worth while.  

Every single time I’ve done a field study I think of at least 1 aspect of the experience tha could be improved.  There is always room for improvement. 

The study of place does not diminish the role of the classroom.  The two are not mutually exclusive.  The study of place compliments the classroom and validates the study within the classroom.  

There are minimal obstacles to doing field studies at Clark.  I feel I have lots of freedom.  Honestly just time and convenience have prevented me from developing my “own” field experience. Also some fear of the unknown.  When I got to Clark I inherited a pre-existing field study that had been done for years.  Because of this, I ‘ve had it relatively easy for the past few years.  Easy doesn’t equate to meaningful for myself or the students so I’m excited to start a new journey with something that I want to do, but more importantly what the kids want to do.  

