
Dance Cincinnati Seminar

Date: Monday March 9th (after lunch) 

Time: 1.5 Hours for film and seminar

War Dance: (official trailer) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2saj4gJ4Lvw
                    (Full FIlm)       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UATS5K9IZT0


Writing: Because this is a film,  I will provide the student more structure for their annotations in the form of written prompts in preparation for the seminar that will take place after the film.  Below are some quotes from the film.  I will pause the film after each quote and ask the students to do a quick write about the meaning of the quote in the context of the film.  

“In our daily lives, there must be music.  In everything we do, if there is music, life becomes good.  
That’s why I want to be part of music...”

“Music is the most important part of Acholi culture.  It is our tradition, even war cannot take it
from us.”

“When I dance my problems vanish.  The camp is gone.  I can feel the wind.  I can feel the fresh air.  
I am free and I can feel my home.”

“I feel proud to be an Acholi when I dance.”

Opening: 
Why is it so important for the Acholi people to continue to dance through time of war?  

Core: 
What is the role of music in the lives of the children at Patongo School?  

What is the relationship between music and dance in the film, in our society, in your life? 

Early on in the film Dominic says:  “I love the xylophone, I feel better when I’m playing it.  It helps me forget
the bad things that happened to me in the past.”  Why doesn’t Dominic keep the xylophone that he won at
the National Music Competition?

As she is packing to go to the competition, Nancy says, “I’m so excited to see what peace looks like!”  Is
peace something you can see?  What does Nancy see in Kampala that might look like peace?

How did all of the components of the competition help the children cope with their difficult and haunting personal pasts? 

Closing:
What aspects of this film and the Acholi people do you hope to carry with you through the next couple of weeks?  

How did all of the components of the competition help the children cope with their difficult and haunting personal pasts? 

How does music help you express yourself and your emotions?
