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Today was a rough one.  I really did not accomplish as much as I wanted to today because I literally could not muster the mental capacity to do so.  I am an introvert parading as an extrovert so yesterday’s field study and be with people all day with no break was exhausting.  So today the struggle was real. 

On the up side we had a really inspiring seminar in our guide group this morning about the pedagogy of place.  It was fascinating to hear everyone’s opinions on the significance of place with regard to Montessori education.  I was raised in montessori from the time I was 2 years old until I graduated high school, so naturally I think about how we define modern public Montessori education.  More specifically I think about the name “Montessori” and what the purpose of using her name is with regard to modern secondary education.  I also wonder what she would think of Clark.  

I feel like Montessori secondary education is not defined yet.  We certainly are not following what Montessori outlined in her Erdkinder essay to a T.  And I don’t think that’s important to follow it to a T.  So then is what we are doing “Montessori”.  Do we use this name to attract families to our program or because what we’re doing is truly her vision?  I have never been one to think that the idolizing of an individual is acceptable.  I like to think that Montessori would agree.  So then I have to wonder if we are honoring her work by making false idol of her.  I think the work we do is valuable and incredible, I just think we have to be careful to remain cooperative and not facsist.  

On another note, the Erdkinder essay is by far my favorite piece of reading from this program.  I read it each year at Clark and now again.  Each time it inspires new thought about the future of education.  My ultimate dream is to have public boarding schools for adolescents.  These boarding schools could be urban, suburban, or rural but they would be PUBLIC.  This would give the adolescent an opportunity to develop a sense of self outside their home environment which I think is at the core Montessori’s erdkinder philosophy.  I would love to begin to explore the logistical possibilities for this sort of thing.  I think Cincinnati might be a great candidate for a pilot program given our Montessori base and the socio-economic makeup of our public school district.  

