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Today brought back so many memories of doing this as a student.  I remember this field study being such a tremendous challenge for me as an adolescent.  Intellectually, socially, and emotionally that day was extremely difficult at that age.  I didn’t have a respect for those qualities as an adolescent but I can see how valuable that experience was for me now.  It’s so nice to have the opportunity to step into the shoes of our learners as adults.  It brings invaluable perspective to our field study creation.  I wish that I would take the time to experience each field study I create as if I were one of the students.  

The highlights of today are not related necessarily to the places we visited, but more so the interactions with my colleagues and the community members that we interacted with.  It’s truly amazing how this field study fosters working relationships and relationship to place.  I can see how structuring an activity for students in this manner would encourage the strengthening of any classroom community.  I think there are aspects of this day, the prep, and the follow up that can be incorporated into each of our field studies.  I particularly like the interview aspect.  The physical features of a “place” can tell us so much but it pales in comparison to what the people in that place can tell us. 

I grew up in Cincinnati and spent a large amount of my childhood in OTR and the west end because of my family.  I had a lot of ideas about that area, the people who live there and it’s value.  Today forced me to examine my own biases toward those neighborhoods.  The people we interacted with shed new light on some deep issues I have with the area.  That perspective changed me in a more profound way then I could have imagined.  I hope to be able to structure experiences like that for my students.  

This program gives me hope for the future of education in America.  It is so easy to dwell on all of the negatives of the American public education system.  We certainly have much work to do.  Throughout the year it’s hard to cling to the positive impact that we have as montessori educators in a large urban public district because we so often get derailed by negative logistics. The connections we are forming within this Montessori community are the inspiration we need. The character of the people involved in this training never ceases to amaze me.  It gives me great comfort to know that these people are teachers because I now that they inspire the students they teach with their kindness, hard work, respect, and peace.  The most valuable resource that C.M. step has to offer is the people that it attracts.  
