
Dance Cincinnati Closing Ceremony 

Theme: Empowerment

When:  The last Afternoon of Field Study

Materials: Letters written by students for their dance partner

Activity: Revealing your secret dance partner 

Procedure:

1. Say: We have come to the end of our 10 day empowerment journey.  We have experienced many forms of dance, taken major personal risks and shared with others a piece of who we are.  We are gathered to honor the work you have done along this journey.   At the beginning of these 2 weeks you selected a fellow dancer to observe.  You have prepared a letter for that dancer about how you have observed their empowerment over the past 2 weeks.  You have also learned their signature dance and combined it with yours.  At this time we will exchange letters and perform our combination signatures 1 by 1.  
2. Think About: Before we begin consider how you have changed.  Put yourself back into your shoes on day 1 when you were asked to perform your signature dance in front of a group of strangers.  Take a look around the circle. How do you feel now?  Allow your eyes to meet  with a few of your classmates as you look around and recall some of the positive memories you have with that person.  
3. Remember:  This is a time and space to honor the shared experience of a group of individuals.  As such, do your best to remain present.   Speak when it is time and listen when it is time.  
4. Exchange:  Ask for a volunteer to perform their combined dance signature and present their letter to their partner 1st(They may read their words out loud, they may simply present the letter to be read later, or they may present the letter and say a few words not directly from the letter).   This may depend on the group of students or you may present all 3 options for the students to choose.  Have all the students share until everyone has gone.  
5. Acknowledgement: Acknowledge the group for their bravery in sharing that piece of themselves.  Ask if the students have any specific acknowledgements for their peers.  




