Group Initiative – Government Unit                                                                                   Cycle 2 - Structure

Group Initiative  
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“Constitutional Dilemmas” 
Students will have real life scenario exposure to have to work through as teams and decide what rights (amendments) they have to rely on to help them through the various situations. The class is split into four table groups. There will be three different rounds to this “game.” 1st round: each table group is given half a set of dilemma cards and works through the issues. 2nd round: I have hidden the amendment card half of each set around the room.  After each table (which has been given the full set of dilemma cards now) solves a dilemma, they have to hunt around the room to find it’s matching amendment card. 3rd Round:  We play with one set of cards whole group:  four tables competing against each other, this time they must use their amendment research sheets (from prior lesson) and give background information as they discuss the amendment that backs the right to the dilemma situation. 
Background:
We will play this game during the week students are learning chapter 10, which covers the first 10 amendments of the constitution.  The dilemma cards cover only these amendments. This game reinforces all that they have been learning throughout the constitution chapters (chapters 8-10) and in a fun way, where they can work as teams, with their community. 
Materials Needed:
· five copies of the dilemma cards (one set for each table, one master set for teacher)
· Students need a research sheet for the Bill of Rights. This gives a brief description of each of the first 10 amendments (this is for the 3rd round game only).
· Four sets of cards that have labels on them stating “Amendment 1” all the way through 10. (This is for the 2nd round only).
AOP Questions:
How well do you feel you know your personal rights after this activity?
What situations did you notice you are less familiar with?
Why do you think it is important to know your rights as a citizen?
If you have to choose, what do you think is the top three most important rights?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dilemma cards (copy and pasted from Bill of Rights Institute website)
SCENARIO 1 SCENARIO 2
	Scenario 1
	Scenario 4

	
Gennie, an eighteen year old college
student, is arrested for stealing a
classmate’s designer sweater and
selling it on eBay. When Gennie
appears before the judge, she asks
for a lawyer to help defend her. The
judge tells Gennie that if she is smart
enough to be in college, she knows
enough to defend herself. Besides, she
is not charged with a felony, so the
stakes are not very high.

	
Susette bought a house and spent
years restoring it. She loves her home.
One day, she gets a notice that the
local government is going to take her
property in order to turn her land
over to a private company. The local
government says it can take Susette’s
home because the new jobs and tax
revenue created by the company will
benefit the public.

	Scenario 2
	Scenario 5

	
Carolyn is arrested for shoplifting a
candy bar from a grocery story. At
trial, she is found guilty. The judge
decides that the right punishment is
to cut off Carolyn’s hands so she will
not be able to shoplift again.
	
Congress wants to find ways to cut
costs because of the soaring budget
deficit. Congress passes a law to
require American citizens to house
US soldiers in their homes during
peacetime.


	Scenario 3
	Scenario 6

	
Brett’s science teacher asks the class to
exchange papers to correct last night’s
homework. Brett refuses to let anyone
except the teacher see his homework
paper, and is sent to the principal.

	
Concerned about rising crime,
lawmakers for the District of
Columbia ban all handguns in the
city, and require that shot-guns be
kept unloaded and/or disassembled.





Continued…


	Scenario 7
	Scenario 10

	
John, a fourteen year old public
school student, wears a shirt to school
that says “Be happy, not gay” to
express his belief that homosexuality
is wrong. His dean tells him he must
change his shirt or be suspended
from school. John refuses, and is
suspended for a week.

	
Thirteen year old Marianne is a
freshman in high school. She is an
honor student and wants to sing on
the choir. When she arrives at choir
practice, the teacher tells her she
must take a drug test if she wants to
participate in any extra-curricular
activities. Marianne refuses and is
kicked out of choir.


	Scenario 8
	Scenario 11

	
  A man suspected of a violent crime is
brought in to the police station. The
alleged victim picks him out a lineup
as the man who attacked her. Police
inform him that he has the right to
refuse to answer questions, but they
do not offer to let him speak to a
lawyer. After being questioned for
two hours, the man admits the crime.

	
Elizabeth is twelve years old. Her
parents are very religious, but she
is not. Once a week, Elizabeth’s
parents make her come with them
to their place of worship. Elizabeth
always says she does not want to go,
but her parents make her come with
them anyway.

	Scenario 9
	Scenario 12

	
Members of Congress are unhappy
with students’ standardized test
scores. They pass a federal law that
abolishes local school boards and
requires a national, standardized
curriculum.
	
A public school principal smells smoke
in the hallway, and believes it is coming
from the girls’ bathroom. She walks
into the bathroom and finds Susan
standing by the sink. She suspects
Susan has been smoking, and demands
to search her purse for cigarettes or
other evidence of smoking.
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