Culminating Activity – Government Unit                                                                                  Cycle 2 - Structure

[image: ]

“Test your Constitutional Knowledge and become a Millionaire at the same time!”
The students are all well versed on their knowledge on the Constitution at this time.  I like to play this game on the last day of the Cycle, the same day we have our Social Event (immersion trip is play the theme song (for fun) as students are entering the room and when I have a dilemma card (extra) points to play.  This tune can be easily found on YouTube and the students love it! 
Set-up
Split students into four groups, seated at tables.  Again, they will have completed their unit on the constitution at this time. One of the life-lines is to use a “cheat sheet” of their choice, so they are allowed to pull out a sheet ahead of time and lay it, upside down on the table.  It can only be used once during the game! Each table will need to have this prepared ahead of time.
Materials
You will need plenty of poker chips to keep score
Copies of million dollar bills (can be found online) run plenty of copies
Game theme song (on your phone or other smart device that can play through speaker)
White board to keep track of life-line usage for each team (table group)
Game questions and dilemmas (used for bonus rounds)
Rules
Life-lines: Each type can only be used one time by each table during a game. There are three types: use cheat sheet (explained above), Googler (one person per team that will Google an answer for the team) and lastly “Ask a friend,” which means they can ask a friend that is located somewhere on another team. I remind students not to sabotage other teams, with faulty information because they may need that same life-line at some point.
Teacher goes in the same order of tables (teams) the entire game. If a team gets an answer wrong, that question goes up for grabs for the first table that has all hands up first.
Regular questions are worth one token each.  Dilemma questions are worth 2 tokens each (I play a few seconds of the theme song before a dilemma question is coming, so the students are aware).
At the end of the game, all tables can redeem their tokens for million dollar bills 1:1.  This is very exciting for all (they do not know this ahead of time).

One point Questions:

Legislative Branch 
1 What is the length of a term of office for members of the U.S. House of Representatives?  
2 How old must a person be to be elected to the U.S. House of Representatives? To the Senate? 
3 Who has the power to propose a law to raise revenue (a tax law)?  
4 Who has the power to declare war?
Executive Branch 
5 What is the length of a term of office for the president of the United States? 
6 Who has the power to nominate ambassadors, Supreme Court justices, and other U.S. officials? 
7 Who is the commander in chief of the U.S. military forces? 
8 What is the citizenship requirement to run for president?
Judicial Branch 
9 For how long can a Supreme Court justice serve?
10 What are the two main sets of federal courts that have been authorized by Congress? 
11 Does a state or a federal court try cases dealing with disputes between states? 
12 An ambassador is the highest-ranking U.S. official who represents the United States in a foreign country. Which court hears cases dealing with ambassadors?
Checks and Balances 
13 What can Congress do if the president vetoes a bill? 
14 Who must approve the president’s appointments for ambassadors, Supreme Court justices, and other U.S. officials? 
15 Who must approve a treaty made with a foreign country? 
16 Which branch has the power to decide whether laws are constitutional?
Amendment Process 
17 Who has the power to propose amendments to the Constitution? 
18 Who approves amendments to the Constitution? 
19 Which amendment made slavery illegal? 
20 Which amendment gives 18-year-olds the right to vote?
Federal System 
21 What is the supreme law of the land? 
22 What does the full faith and credit clause do? 
23 Who has the power to regulate interstate commerce? 
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