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Overview
     When our Founding Fathers were setting up the structures for the beginning of our government, they truly worked to develop freedom from the ties that had bound the colonies to England in the past. They wanted to ensure that the United States would never end up that way again. They wanted to achieve a structure where the power was in the hands of the people to self-govern with three branches in place that would keep each other in balance. With not one branch having more power than another.
     The creators of the Declaration of Independence wrote of natural born rights. Inalienable rights that we are all born with, things such as, life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. These same creators went on to write of such freedoms in the Constitution (specifically the Bill of Rights) that offered a bounty of rights for citizens of the United States that we know were not equally distributed at the these documents were written, but what about today?
     These documents were written during the Enlightenment Era and had been greatly influenced by European Enlightenment philosophers, writers, scientists, etc. Many of who were considered cutting edge (and some provocative) for the time. Some even imprisoned for standing behind their breakthrough thoughts and discoveries. Knowing this, some may decide the perspective shifts for the documentation written in relation to outcomes in the U.S. for the time in the late 1700s-1800s. However, what about the outcomes as we progress without thoughts about humanity? 

Guiding Questions    
As time progresses, why do things seem to get worse for some Americans?  
Why do things seem to get progressively worse for immigrants in a country that’s very core was based on being a place to create a new start? 
Why do so many begin to hate the immigrant, not just today but at different times in our past? 
How does our Constitution not seem to protect these people at times?  

What will you do?
Discover how early leaders and everyday citizens of our country created our structures that are still in process today. We will have a lot of practice on how we handle use these structures in real life scenarios.
Participate in and lead discussions around structures. How can you participate in the structures locally, statewide and federally? How can we deal with negative issues that face all areas of our structures?
Explore through reading and various class activities, the ways ordinary people changed our country for the better. Discover and reflect on how you can use the structures in place to do the same.  

What will you learn?
You will learn to understand the Declaration of Independence, and the importance of this document. And how it was the beginning of setting our structures in place for the new government of the United States of America.
You will slowly learn about the Constitution, as it is a lot. We will take our time to learn the structures of our government and end our unit with a culminating game to see if you remember the bulk of its inner workings. 
You will learn about the Bill of Rights, as we focus in on the amendments of the Constitution and you learn more about your personal rights as a U.S. citizen.
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