
English 9 Cycle 1: Relationships [image: ]

As humans advance and survive in life,  historical science bears the reality that it is our relationships with and to others which bring great shape to our lives. A “relationship” is defined as the way in which two or more concepts, objects, or people are connected, or the state of being connected.   The relationship between the Universe, the world, the planet, and the individual living species shapes the experience and quality of life as we know it. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who fought for peaceful, human, relationships, said, “I  can never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought to be, and you can never be what you ought to be until I am what I ought to be.”  At this stage in your life, being connected to your peers is especially essential to your social and emotional well being.  Likewise, being who you “ought to be '' against the grain and pressures is both essential and foundational to build any relationship, the one with others and most importantly the one with yourself.  
In this Cycle of study, various reading texts present and explore the nature of and impact of relationships on others.  Such natures as how the forming of a relationship may bring about balance and joy to life,  how a valued relationship may help to bring inspiration to a dream,  how a relationship may bring comfort in times of pain and chaos, or how the loss of a valued relationship can cause a lasting sorrow, and still provide comfort.  In all, relationships can be fascinating and complex.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
· How does one survive a situation physically and mentally?
· How is man’s survival connected to his relationship with others?
· How can having community relationships provide benefits or challenges?
· How can relationships create negative and positive consequences for others?
· Does the loss of a loved one end a relationship if you still have memories?  

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN
· To respond to a topic based on audience, purpose and structure
· To develop a multi paragraph argumentative writing
· Analyze how a writer uses craft and structure to express the central theme of the text 
· Compare and contrast how each Cycle text read expresses the theme of relationships 

WHAT YOU WILL DO
· Create and design a bridge to represent your idea of a “strong relationship”
· Encounter relationships of different perspectives in literature, challenges and wisdom to learn
· Examine the value of community relationships in personal, emergency situations
· Develop peer relationships through whole & small group discussions & activities
· Interact with learning materials to develop and enhance mental focus  
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