CMStep Practicum Year

Components of a Cycle of Study
List of Academic Standards/Objectives 

Each Cycle of Study must be based on interdisciplinary Academic Standards/Benchmarks/ Indicators/Learning Objectives, which may come from National, State, or Local documents.

· Submit the standards or objectives that you are covering this cycle.
Planning Calendar 
Every Cycle of Study must include a calendar or timeline that outlines the lessons and learning activities for the entire duration. 

· Submit the general calendar showing the entire cycle and the key components, academic topics, etc.

· A photograph that can be enlarged and read may be submitted if completed by hand.
3 Thematic Lessons: Kick-off, Group Initiative or Game, Culminating Activity
Each Cycle of Study must include special activities (with objectives and process questions, where applicable) that bring excitement and/or real world authenticity to the Cycle of Study theme and/or content, and that directly address the Needs of the Adolescent.

· Submit complete instructions for administering the kick-off, including how you reference the theme.
· Submit complete instructions for conducting the game or initiative and the processing questions you use.
· Submit complete instructions for administering the culminating activity, including references to the theme.
4 Content Lesson Plans; at least one reference to a Montessori Great Lesson or 9-12 material and at least one reference to Adolescent philosophy/needs or Montessori writings/history (4 minimum; more may be included)

Each Cycle of Study must include daily, specific, detailed lesson plans that address academic content areas.  The 4 plans you submit must reflect a variety of types of lessons and activities.

· Submit 4 lesson plans with sufficient detail to be fully understood and replicated.
Seminar & Clustered Questions
Each Cycle of Study must include at minimum one seminar that spurns discourse of big ideas among the students that addresses your theme and/or academic content.

· Submit your seminar text (reading, painting, video link, sculpture, musical composition). 
· Submit your prepared clustered questions.
Opportunity Outside the Classroom

Each Cycle of Study must include at minimum one event, interactive speaker, agency, and/or service opportunity that supports your theme/academic content.  

· Submit information with sufficient detail about how you will bring the outside world into the classroom or take the students “out” to support/enhance regular classroom work.
Curriculum Cover Page

Each Cycle of Study must include a Curriculum Cover Page that introduces the theme and academic content to the student (and his/her family) in an inviting, stimulating way.  
· Submit your Curriculum Cover that includes a well-written narrative, guiding questions, and general ideas of what the students will learn and do.
Student Work Checklist(s)

Each Cycle of Study must include means for student autonomy, choice, and responsibility.  One avenue for this is a checklist of work that students use to track progress. 

· Submit at least one typical weekly checklist.
Student Shelfwork 

Each Cycle of Study must include shelfwork that students will complete.  

· Submit at least one adapted shelfwork assignment that goes beyond book or worksheet work, and that is more hands-on.  Card layouts, manipulative materials, matching exercises, etc. are appropriate.

Student Project Work 

Each Cycle of Study must include project packet for students and any related lessons/notes for teacher.  A project should relate to the theme and academic content of the cycle, address multiple Gateways, have portions that are completed independently/creatively, address at least two disciplines, and have several components (sketching, reflection, means of assessment and/or evaluation, journaling or notetaking, a checklist with periodic check-in dates, etc.)
· Projects may be long- or short-term.  
· Submit the student work packet.  (Refer to Climb Time packet or Project Examples on google drive)
Rubric for the Self-Directed Learner

Each Cycle of Study must include means for student autonomy, choice, and responsibility.  One avenue for this is the development and use of behavioral and work rubrics.
· The rubric you submit may be for a desired behavior, work quality, process, group dynamics, an end-product, etc.

· Submit a rubric that has at least 3 levels of descriptors.
Student Self-Assessment Tool
Each Cycle of Study must include means for students to reflect upon their learning, behavior, product, process, or other aspect of their schooling and to assess themselves.  
· Submit a self-assessment tool.  It may be in the form of a rubric (or part of the rubric handout), a checklist, a Likert scale, a narrative, etc. or the combination of any of these.

· The tool may be related to the rubric, project work, seminar, or other or it may be more general.  Reflection on future performance goals is often included.
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