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Our world is more connected than we may realize, and it’s becoming more so every day with new technologies. These connections have helped us create a global food system unlike anything ever before in history, but there are some major concerns about these connections. 

Did you know that the average American meal travels about 1500 miles to get from farm to plate? Think of all of the fuel used to get your meal to you. 

Have you ever wanted to solve world hunger? Well, it’s possible. According to the UN, there is enough food for everyone on the planet to live a healthy and nutritious life, but the global food system is currently deeply unfair. One third of the world’s food is wasted before it is consumed because in developed countries it spoils in grocery stores and fridges, and in developing countries it spoils on the farm due to inefficient storage and processing facilities.

Who’s going to solve these problems? Maybe it’s you…

“Within the child lies the fate of the future”.
Maria Montessori

The above scenario on the global food system is an example of just one problem that needs solving. Whether you tackle these problems on a global or local scale, you can make a difference. As you move forward in this last quarter, to the next grade level, and in each subsequent year of your life, how are you Moving On? Consider the interconnectedness of the planet and what part you can play you can play at any of those connecting points to make a positive impact on the world.

In this last Cycle of Study, we will be studying topics such as environmental interdependence, environmental policies, inheritance and variation in traits, biodiversity and population, while considering how humans can Move On and address climate change.
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Guiding Questions


1. How does energy flow through an ecosystem?
2. How can we better understand the nature of life on earth by studying the interrelationships among organisms, species, and the non-living environment?
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What You Will Learn
1. The characteristics of the levels of organization within ecosystems (including species, populations, communities, ecosystems, and biomes). 
2. How soil quality (including composition, texture, particle size, permeability, and pH) affects the characteristics of an ecosystem using evidence from soil profiles.
3. How changes in the number of organisms within a population when certain changes occur to the physical environment (such as changes due to natural hazards or limiting factors)
4. How organisms interact in a competitive or mutually beneficial relationship for food, shelter, or space (including competition, mutualism, commensalism, parasitism, and predator-prey relationships).
5. How to use models (food webs and energy pyramids) to exemplify how the transfer of energy in an ecosystem supports the concept that energy is conserved.

What You Will Do


1. Research ecological issues and how climate change is affecting the planet today
2. Research solutions to climate change
3. Make a “Biome in a Box”








image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




