Montessori Lesson Plan	[ CONTENT LESSON PLAN #3 – Academic]
	School: Montessori Jewish Day School
               Toronto, Ontario, Canada
	Teacher: Esther Lohasz

	Subject/Topic(s): Literary Genres

	Grade Level: 7 / 8
	Theme: Influence



	Standards/Objectives
· To be able to define, distinguish and identify various literary genres.
· As an extension, to explore genres in other areas (music, film, and painting)


	Materials: Teacher
· Books in various genres
· Flow chart for literary genres
· Card sort materials 

	Materials: Student
· 2 books (1 novel) from the classroom shelves – their choice
	Time/Dates
· 2019.09.16

	Facts/Skills (Prior Knowledge) 
· Classification skills
· Reading and reading comprehension skills
· Familiarity with libraries and their collections, as well as classroom collections

	Concepts/Big Ideas
· Classification skills
· Organizational skills
· Reading comprehension skills
· Critical thinking skills
· Communication skills


	Lesson Relates to Theme (Note: Every content lesson will not directly relate to the theme)
· External influences shape our world and how we perceive it. Writers, composers, artists are especially influenced, which propels them to write/compose/create as influenced by their environment, social/political/personal beliefs. Creative works, as well as “business” works (advertising, news media, social media), all influence individuals, communities and cultures and vice versa.  These broad categories can all be segmented into genres.


	Connection to Elementary Material or Lesson
· Any classification material



Curriculum Components Included:   Project   Mini-Whole Grp   •Lesson-Small Grp   • Student engagement during lesson •Shelfwork   Rubric   Self-Assessment Seminar/Qs  Interdisciplinary       • Outside Opportunity

Seven Gateways for Adolescence addressed in this lesson:   Deep Connection   Silence & Solitude   Meaning & Purpose   •Joy & Delight   •Creative   Transcendence   Initiation	
 













	Step-by-Step Procedures

	1st Period Lesson – 20 minutes (Include steps and materials)
· Ask students to speak about the books brought to the lesson. Looking for content/genre/kind of book
· Define genre: A category of artistic composition, as in music or literature, characterized by similarities in form, style or subject matter. FROM French genre meaning kind, sort
· Discuss that this definition could also be easily applied to poetry, music and films
· Compare and contrast characteristics of 4 main literary genres (Fiction, non-fiction, drama, poetry). Give examples (Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone by J.K.Rowling, Squirrels by Simson, A Midsummer Night’s Dream by Shakespeare, Falling Up by Silverstein)
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	2nd Period – Recognition (Shelfwork)
· Complete literary genre chart with titles
· Card sort w/ pictures of book covers
· Card sort with literary classifications/definitions

	2nd Period – Recall Practice
· See left

	3rd Period – Student Application
· Creation of artistic component in chosen genre
· Make up your own genre, and create an example
· Create poetry, music or film genre cards (definitions and examples)
· Library lessons work (in Toronto)
· Visit local Public Library (Genres embedded into certain areas of the Dewey Decimal System. As a trained Librarian, conduct a small lesson there on how to distinguish genres, especially in literature.)
· Classify and organize small school library collection


	Plan for Differentiation

	Teaching
· Use of visual aids
· Use of different approaches to card sorts

	Work
· Choice of genre
· Choice of format

	Assessment
· Independent Study Rubric


	Outside Support:  Who, What, How
Local Public Library Branch


	Formal Assessments

	Formative Assessments
· Card sorts
· Check – ins with Guide


	Summative Assessment
· Creative component




