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What a paradox:  such different statements and yet, they are both true.  There are some pieces of us that seem to stay consistent throughout our lives.  Maybe you’ve always loved working with your hands, solving puzzles, or doodling while you think.  And, it’s also true that we change, mature, gain new interests, develop new beliefs and toss out others.  Discovering who we are as individuals and as a collective is life-long work. 

Maria Montessori understood that a big part of being an adolescent is to figure out who you are beyond the influence of your family.  Our families take good care of us and are our first teachers in how to be a good human being in the world.  Part of your work as a teenager is to take what you know and make it your own through your own investigation and experiences.  This work involves our minds, hands, and hearts.  Who am I?  Where do I come from?  Where do I fit?  What factors and experiences make me who I am?   

Guiding Questions:
1. How do culture and geography relate to identity?
2. How do cultures intersect with one another over time and through migration?
3. What parts of my identity are most central to me?  Religious? National? Cultural? Something else?

What you will learn:
1. The ways that culture and place relate to each other and intersect.
2. How perspective shapes our understanding of what something is, whether it’s a person, a place, or a book.
3. The ways that the identity of a genre stretches and changes because of new literature.
4. How writing fulfills a fundamental human need, and how writing has changed over time.

What you will do:
1. Hands-on work with scale and perspective
2. Journaling and a personalized writing plan
3. Genre study
4. Seminars

“We all belong to an ancient identity.  Stories are the rivers that get us there.” 
- Frank Delaney
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