Kick-Off Activity

Popsicle Stick Barn Activity Guide

Theme: Structure

Time: ~30 minutes

Materials:
· 12 popsicle sticks per student
· Liquid glue

Directions:
1. Give each student 12 popsicle sticks and make liquid glue available to them
2. Read the introductory script to them
3. Give students 20 minutes to build their barns
4. Stop them after 20 minutes and read the follow-up script
5. Discuss the ways in which structure is important in building barns and other things, but also in social structures to help us achieve goals

Introductory Script: “This cycle’s theme is structure. To kick it off, you will be building your own little structure. You will use your popsicle sticks and glue to build a barn. Your barn must be able to stand up on it’s own and clearly look like a barn. You must only use the glue and popsicle sticks in your construction.”

*Begin 20 minute timer*  Children will begin building and will (ideally) come up with the idea to work together and pool their popsicle stick supply. If they ask if they are allowed to work together, just tell them that the only rules are that they use only glue and popsicle sticks and that their product looks like a barn.

Follow-Up Script: “Times up! Stop your construction. Stand back from them and take a look. Does it look like a barn? How many popsicle sticks did you use? Did you do it by yourself or with other people? Take a look at the other barns that were made. What similarities and differences do you see? What might have caused the differences?”

Discussion: “Now that you’ve looked around and thought about those questions a minute, what are your thoughts? In what ways did structure play a role?”

**Facilitate discussion about structure in building and in social settings**
