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Identity and Perspective Cycle: Kick Off Activity

For the kickoff activity, students will learn how different groups with different cultural backgrounds and interests can sometimes have conflicts with members of other groups when attempting to meet their individual needs. Thus, groups should be aware of where others are coming from and practice their cross-cultural communication skills to achieve their goals. 

Students will be divided into three groups and receive mixed puzzle pieces with different objectives that are shaped by their group culture. Group A  and B will be competitive and be told that their goal is to be the first to complete their puzzle. However, Group C will be told that their goal is to simply make a beautiful design out of puzzle pieces from at least three puzzles. 

The students will work to complete their puzzle pieces and come into conflict when Group A and/or B attempts to trade with Group C, which will likely resist negotiation. 

Following the activity, students will discuss how they felt about the different groups, whether there is a way that all three groups could win (there is a way, which I discuss in my video), and  how the conflict shaped each player’s perspective of members of the outside groups.   

You can see the exercise and my AOP questions in my submitted YouTube videos which can be found at the following links:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngPKSUXKhlw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKQ0QlXrICc&t=198s
