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Thematic Lesson: Culminating Activity

For our Culminating Activity students will play a game where they will learn about and discuss how their background and identity has impacted their position in society and their perception of opportunity. 

I will provide students of biographies of famous people who we have studied in this cycle and will study in our next cycle (the Resilience Cycle in which we will specifically study African American history). Students will review the short bios and then go outside for the exercise.  

Students will line up in a straight line and their goal will be to be the first to finish a short distance race. However, certain students will be given an advantage based on their privilege. Before the race, I will tell students to step forward or step back based on the advantages or disadvantages the person they represent likely had in their lives based on classism, racism, sexism, and other advantages/disadvantages. They will then run the race and we will have a short discussion following the exercise. 

See the following Youtube video for a clearer description of the exercise: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBQx8FmOT_0. I have chosen to give each person a biography in order to relate the experience more closely to what we have studies and what we will continue to study in Social World. It also leads to a wider variety of experiences than I might otherwise find in my small private school class. 

