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Year A, Cycle 2: Identity and Perspective
Who are you? How do YOU define yourself? How does your identity and personal life experience impact your perspective on history, literature, community service, business, and social justice?  

Webster’s defines identity as “the distinguishing character or personality of an individual.” Throughout this cycle, we will explore how an individual’s identity can shape his or her perspective. 

In Social World, we will study Washington State history through the lens of indigenous people, European colonists, and the waves of immigrants who now call Washington State their home. You will research a significant historical event in Washington State history from at least two perspectives, teaching other students how people from different backgrounds experienced the event differently and analyzing the long-term impact that the event has had on cross-cultural relations. 

In English Language Arts, we will study diverse perspectives in literature. Students will read short stories from the Pathways collection and study how a character’s identity impacts his or her perspective. 
In partnership with the Seattle Reparatory Theater, we will learn about the Puerto Rican immigrant experience. After participating in four hands-on workshops, we will watch Lin Manuel Miranda’s Tony Award-winning musical, In the Heights, after developing a deeper understanding of the lead character’s cultural identity and perspective.  
For our personal reflection this cycle students will interview family members over the winter holiday break about their lives and find stories that they can record from the family member’s perspective. Students will share their stories with the rest of the class. 

For personal development we will read Brainstorm, by Dr. Daniel Siegel, and learn about how adolescence may impact your brain development, your identity and your perspective.  
Guiding Questions:

· What does it mean to be an “American” or a person from Washington State? 

· How do you define yourself? What makes you unique?  

· How does your identity shape your perspective?

   You Will Learn About:

· The indigenous people who first settled in our region and the challenges they faced when European and American settlers came to our state.  

· The four major waves of immigration and the challenges many immigrants faced while balancing their desire for cultural preservation with outside pressures to assimilate to a new world. 

· How a character’s identity and personal life experience can influence his or her perspective in literature. 

· Lawrence Kohlberg’s stages of moral development and how diverse groups have used an ethical framework to justify their decisions in both history and literature.  

What You Will Do:

· Science Investigations: Intro to the Cell; Mini-habitat Lab; Elodea and Paramecim Lab; Human Cheek Cell Lab

· Research an historical event in Washington State history from at least two perspectives

· Write an essay explaining: 

· (1) Why your event was historically significant for the people of our community?
· (2) Why people of different backgrounds have unique perspectives about the event?
· (3) How different groups have justified their role in the event, using Kohlberg’s stages of moral development? 

· (4) How the event continues to impact cross-cultural relationships in our state?
· Deliver an oral presentation, teaching students about your event.

· Create a shelf-work, either reinforcing the themes and ideas you develop in your oral presentation or another topic we study during our cycle.
· Interview family members and write a family story from a relative’s perspective that you can share with students in the class.  
Important Cycle 2 Calendar Dates:
· Trip to the Museum of History and Industry (Into to Washington State history), December 5, 2018
· In the Heights, Seattle Repertory Theater, December 13, 2018
· CRMS Winter Concert, December 21, 2018
· Cycle 2 Washington State History Report (Working Draft), December 21, 2018

· Cycle 2 Washington State History Report Presentations, Week of January 28-31, 2019

· Cycle 2 Washington State History Report (Final Draft), February 4, 2019

· Cycle 2 Shelf Work, February 11, 2019

· Wallace Math Mid-Year Exam, February 7, 2019
· End of Cycle 2 Exam, February 13-15, 2019
· Recorded Family Story, January 7 - February 12, 2019 

