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[bookmark: _GoBack]Beginnings are exciting! New things are beginning all the time - every minute, every hour, and every day is new. Every moment is an opportunity for each of us to begin anew - and to discover what those new beginnings hold for us.    
All of us are in the midst of beginnings: it is a new school year for everyone; some of you are in a new classroom; there are new students new to our school; and we are beginning a brand new cycle based on the theme of discovery.  
Discovering is always – ​always​ – an adventure. Why? Because every single time we discover something, there is risk involved. Going somewhere new, discovering hidden secrets…this always means that something could go wrong. When doing things for the first time, mistakes might be made. We might take the wrong path. However, it is only by giving ourselves the chance to try out new skills -and potentially make some mistakes- that we can learn, grow, and discover new things about ourselves that we never knew before.
This fall, we will embark on our own fall camping trip… [Sophie may want to fill in more specifics about our trip. I thought this might be a fun place to start]
In ELA and Social World we will read about the first explorers who came to our new world and all the challenges they faced, developing new settlements in North America. We will look beyond the surface – some of the myths and legends we learned in elementary school – and explore the ethical challenges newcomers faced as they struggled to grow and survive in a harsh new world. We will connect those challenges with the conflict that arises between Ralph and Jack in William Golding’s novel, The Lord of the Flies.  
We will finish the unit by studying the specific political and cultural dynamics that shaped Puritan life in North America. For their culminating projects, students will read excerpts from Arthur Miller’s famous play, The Crucible, and explore how people in positions of power have used fear tactics to turn communities against historically marginalized groups. Students will research the Red Scare, Japanese Internment, and other “witch hunts” throughout history. By delving into these difficult topics, students will discover -for themselves- how they can effectively stand up to fear-based bullying behavior and more effectively advocate for tolerance and inclusion in our communities, our country, and our world.    
Guiding Questions:
1. What is important to remember when you face a new beginning?
2. How do we discover who other people are? How do we discover who we are?
3. How can you discover new information, collect data, represent it appropriately, and draw conclusions?  
4. How can leaders effectively improve social dynamics, prevent bullying behavior, and advocate for disadvantaged individuals and groups?
What You Will Learn:
1. You will learn geographic terms, concepts, and map making skills.
2. You will learn about the challenges that explorers faced when they came to the New World and how political, psychological, and cultural dynamics shaped their view of each other and themselves.
3. You will learn how authors, including William Golding and Arthur Miller, have effectively used symbolism, conflict, analogies, and dialogue to explore themes relating to human nature and social dynamics.  
4. You will learn how citizens can stand up to bullying behavior and effectively advocate for tolerance and inclusion.  
What you will do: 
1. You will explore your environment with a scavenger hunt.  
2. You will travel back in time through research of explorers, colonists, and Native Americans. 
3. You will teach other students about a time in our history where people used fear-based strategies to target specific individuals or groups. 
4. You will learn how to spot a “witch hunt” in your community and how to encourage others to stand up against bullying behavior. 
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