
Cedar River Montessori School, Middle School
Year B, Cycle 2: Discovery
[image: ]Foundations are the basis on which amazing and beautiful creations are built. Think of giant skyscrapers in big cities. The massive buildings all stand strong thanks to the solid foundation. Think of bridges or tunnels and how the immensity of the architecture is held up by foundations. Think about your home. The foundation lies deep beneath its structure and holds it in place when snow moves in and when the going gets tough. According to singer David Allan Coe, “It’s the construction of the foundation that will stand the test of time.” 
Just as a home has a foundation, so do you and our subject areas for this second cycle! In history, we will study the foundations of the United States by looking closely at our country’s revolution, the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and how our rights have expanded over time. 
In reading, we will build on the foundations of setting, theme, and the variety of ways in which an author reveals characters to readers as we develop the first chapter of our NaNoWriMo novels. 
During our studies, we will explore how having a strong foundation can create an exquisite end project. When we take the time to set a strong beginning with ourselves, with our community, with our country, our communication, and our character, we will end up with something amazing and beautiful!  
Guiding Questions:  
· How have revolutions provided individuals and groups with opportunities to build a new foundation?
· How was our country founded? What important documents have created a foundation for our government, our rights, our freedoms, and our responsibilities?
· What are the foundations of writing? What is essential to the writing process? How do we build from there? 
What You Will Learn:  
· You will learn about conflicts and common challenges that have sparked revolutions in the United States, Iran, and China. 
· You will learn about the compromises individuals and groups made when they created the U.S. Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and created a new form of government in the United States.
· You will learn how our government, our rights, and our responsibilities have changed over time.  


What You Will Do:  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]You will create an outline for a novel and write the first chapter.
· You will read Marjane Satrapi’s graphic novel Persepolis, George Orwell’s novel Animal Farm, the U.S. Constitution, and a variety of primary and secondary sources relating to our cycle themes of revolution and foundation. 
· You will create and deliver a presentation on the Iranian Revolution and compare that revolution to our own revolution. 
· You will research a social justice or civil rights issue and complete a research, presentation, and documentary project exploring the issue.
· You will engage in simulation project, where you will represent different groups of people who will need to work together to negotiate and create your own constitution (based on the U.S. Constitution). 

Important Upcoming Dates:
· End of Cycle 1 Parent/ Teacher Conferences
· Field Trip to NOAA, Friday, November 22
· Iranian Revolution Presentation, Tuesday, November 26
· CRMS Holiday Concert, December 20
· Mars Simulation Project,  February 10-14
· End of Cycle 2 Exam, February 28
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